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VENEZUELA. 

By  Consul  Hoiuor  Hr«-U,  I.a  G(i»ir::,  Dfocitiber  7,  1!>1S, 

VoiioziU'la,  nortlicniniost  of  the  South  Amoi"icnn  Eei)ubli('s,  con- 
sists of  20  States,  2  Teiritorios.  and  1  PVdet'al  District.  Th(5  area  is 
3-9^,070  s<inaro  miles,  and  the  })o|)nh)tioii  cstiinatcd  for  Decenil>ei'  IM, 
idijf,  Avas  2.848,121.  The  princi])al  cities  ai-e  Caracas  (the  capital), 
Maracaibo,  Valencia,  Barquisimeto,  Coro,  Cni(h\d  Bolivar,  an<l  La 
Gvtaira.  Tlie  prin<*ii)al  j)orts  are  La  (ruaii'a,  Maracaibo,  J'lUMto  Ca- 
bello,  an<}  Oiidad  Jiolivar.  J^a  (Jiiaira  is  2,()U()  miles  from  New  York 
and  about  the  same  (!istan<'«;  from  \ew  Orleans.  The  railway  mile- 
age of  the  country  is  535;  the.  ]an.i>uaj>'e,  Spanish;  the  currency  j^okl 
standard,  the  ]x)}ivar,  equal  at  normal  exchange  to  10.3  cents  IJnited 
jStates  currency. 

Impoits  of  merchandise  averaiic  $16,721,710  annually  and  exports, 
$2o,20<).2(H).  Principal  exports  are  coffee,  cocoa,  gold,  hides  and  skins, 
balata,  sugar,  and  niim>ral  and  foi-est  products.  Imports  are  of  cot- 
ton goods,  Avheat  Houj-,  and  all  manufactui-ed  artick^s  not  unsuited  to 
the  'JVopics,  except  shoes,  la undiy  soap,  candles,  matches,  salt,  ready- 
made  (clothing,  horseslioes,  a)ul  trunks,  u[)on  Avhich  tarifl'  rates  are 
proliibitive. 

Covevnment  Finances — Development  of  Resources. 

'J1ie  public  debt  on  December  31,  1016,  Avas  154,5:^7.857  boliva.res; 
by  December  31,  1017,  it  had  been  reduced  to  150,172,114  bolivai-es. 
The  limitation  of  exports  enfoi-ccd  Ijy  the  Ignited  States  as  a  Avar 
measui-e  affected  A^eneziudan  revenues  fi-om  customs  Aery  consider- 
ably. In  the  second  half  of  101  (),  income!  from  customs  duties  Avas 
22.013,7^'iO  holivares,  and  in  the  corre&])onding  period  in  1017  only 
12.883,721  bolivares.  For  the  fiscal  year  endijig  June  30,  1017,  the 
total  revenno  Avas  72,12<),<)G7  bolivares.  In  the  last  half  of  1017  the 
internal  revenue  aj^pi'oximately  e<|ualed  customs  revenue. 

Under  direct  governmental  admiidstration  of  the  stam]>,  cigarette, 
and  liquor  taxes  and  of  the  salt  mono]K)ly,  revemie  from  these  sources 
lias  greatly  increased  an<]  the  objectionable  conditions  of  })rivate 
mono])oly  that  prevailed  Avlien  these  revenues  Avere  farmed  out  have 
disappeared. 

The  jNlinistry  of  Foinento  (Development)  reports  that  receijits  for 
mining  permits  for  191G-17  shoAv  an  appreciable  increase.  The  pearl 
industry  Avas  greatly  affected  by  a  ])henomenon  knoAvn  as  the  Turbio, 
which  appeared  in  February  in  the  Avaters  of  the  Margarita  pearl 
Bsliery  and  by  some  process  of  decomposition  of  the  Avaters  killed 
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nearly  all  the  oysters.  Foreign  and  domestic  mail  matter  was  largelj'- 
increased  over  1916,  and  new  telegraph  lines  aggi'egating  300  miles 
were  constructed. 

The  Ministry-  of  Public  Works  reports  the  completion  of  a  new 
aqueduct,  '2()i  miles  in  length,  for  the  city  of  Caracas,  which  delivers 
r)00  liters  per  second  of  clean,  wholesouie  water  instead  of  the  50 
liters  per  second  of  foul  water  which  ran  through  the  old  open 
canal.  The  carriage  road  from  Cai'acas  to  La  Guaira:  those  from 
Caracas  to  Maracay,  (iuatire.  Villa  de  Cura,  San  Juan,  and  Ortiz; 
and  that  from  Valencia  to  Puerto  Cabello  were  completed:  and  the 
road,  mole,  and  atjueduct  of  Ocumare  were  constructed.  The  port 
Avorks  in  Guanta  were  reconstructed,  and  the  canal  for  the  salt 
works  at  Araya  was  finished. 
Big  Crops  in  1917 — Stock  Raising. 

The  crops  of  coffee  and  cocoa,  N'eiiezuela's  two  great  staples,  har- 
vested in  December,  1916,  and  entering  into  trade  in  1017  were  verj' 
large.  No  statistics  of  production  arc  collected,  the  statements  of  ex- 
ports being  the  only  reliable  data,  at  present  of  less  value  than 
u.sual,  owing  to  difficulty  in  shipping  and  the  storage  of  coffee  by 
many  firms. 

Sugar,  corn  (or  maize),  beans,  peas,  and  onions  were  exported  in 
gi'eater  quantities  than  ever  befoi'c.  Cultivation  of  the  castor-oil 
plant  attracted  increased  attention,  this  consulate  having  published 
matter  regarding  the  demand  for  castor  oil.  Production  of  tobacco 
increased  considerably,  and  it  was  announced  that  one  large  sisal 
plantation  near  Coro  had  reached  the  productive  stage.  The  agri- 
cultural experiment  station  near  Claracas,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Henry  F.  Pittier,  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
has  distributed  quantities  of  seed  rice,  castor-oil  seed,  and  cottoii 
seed  and  has  published  booklets  upon  the  cultivation  of  castor  beans 
and  cotton.  There  seems  to  be  excellent  opportunities  in  Venezuela 
for  the  investment  of  American  capital  in  agricultural  enterprises 
on  a  large  scale. 

The  packing  house  at  Puerto  Cabello  was  reconstructed  and  it's 
capacity  increased  to  500  head  of  cattle  per  day.  The  great  plains 
of  eastern  Colombia  and  southern  Venezuela  offer  magnificent  oppor- 
tunities for  cattle  raising,  and  their  advantages  in  nearness  to  mar- 
kets, availability  and  cheapness  of  land,  etc.,  have  often  been  seit 
forth  in  American  consular  reports  and  other  mediums  of  publicity. 
British  capitalists  have  bought  and  are  continuing  tx)  buy  large  areas, 
but  American  capital  has  so  far  shown  no  intention  of  investing  in 
this  l)usiness.  The  price  of  "queso  llanero,"  as  native  cheese  is 
called,  has  about  doubled,  and  this  is  encouraging  to  a  business  which 
was  already  quite  profitable.  The  number  of  hogs  is  increasing,  and 
vmder  the  stress  of  necessity  Venezuela  not  only  supplied  itself  Avith 
lard  but  also  shipped  small  amounts  to  Cuba. 

Mining  Production  Increases. 

In  1917,  16  gold-mining  companies  were  working,  of  which  2  began 
and  4  discontinued  operations  during  the  year.  The  total  produc- 
tion of  gold  amounted  to  958,304  grams.  The  output  of  copper  was 
42,271  tons  of  ore  and  matte,  one  company  producing  41,289  tons. 
Another  mining  company  produced  52,091  tons  of  asphalt,  out  of  a 
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total  of  54,072  to)is.  }*i'trol(Mii)i  })ro<lueti<)n  amomitcd  to  18,249  tons, 
all  by  one  American  eonipanv.  Thei-e  are  Hve  other  oil  companies 
interested  in  the  Venezuelan  field,  but  only  the  Caribbean  Petroleum 
Co.  has  reached  the  productive  stage.  A  refinery  to  supply  domestic 
demands  for  kerosene  and  gasoline  is  o])erated  at  San  l^orenzo,  some 
.'50  miles  south  of  Maracaibo,  but  the  bulk  of  the  cnule  oil  is  shipped 
to  Curacao  for  refining.  Coastwise  steamers,  railways,  and  some  sta- 
tionary plants  have  begu;i  to  use  oil  as  fuel  instead  of  coal. 

Coal  mines  are  operated  by  the  (Tovernn)ent  at  Naricual,  near 
Barcelona,  and  at  Coro.  This  coal  has  always  been  considered  of 
poor  quality,  but  a  much  better  vein  is  said  to  have  been  opened  re- 
cently at  Naricual.  The  mines  are  not  well  equipped  and  turned  out 
only  20.105  tons  during  the  year,  or  nearly  2,000  tons  less  tlian  in 
1916.  A  New  York  company,  according  to  reports,  has  a  large  mine 
of  coal  of  first-class  quality  near  ]\faracaibo  and  also  holds  a  conces- 
sion for  building  a  port  and  a  railway  for  its  development,  but 
difiiculties  in  financing  and  in  ])urchasing  and  shipping  materials, 
principally  due  to  the  war,  have  retai'ded  develojnnent. 

Magnesite  is  not  a  mineral  under  Venezuelan  law.  There  are  largo 
deposits  of  it  on  the  island  of  Margarita  which  luwe  been  worked  for 
some  time  by  an  American  company;  shipments  during  1917  w-ere 
1,700  tons.  Before  this  writing  movements  of  magnesite  from  Mar- 
garita were  completely  stopped  by  United  States  tonnage  regula- 
tions. 
Manufactures  Retarded — Condition  of  Railways. 

Most  of  tlic  manufacturing  industries  of  Venezuela  are  based,  not 
upon  any  natural  resource,  but  solely  upon  tariff  j^rotection,  and 
practically  all  of  them  have  to  imi)ort  their  raw  materials  in  part  at 
least.  Therefore  thej^  did  not  benefit  as  much  as  they  should  liy  the 
limitations  of  exports  imposed  upon  themeselves  by  the  belligerent 
powers.  Their  margin  of  j^rofit,  however,  Avas  so  great  that  they 
were  prosperous  on  the  whole.  Cotton  goods,  paper,  glass,  cement, 
cordage,  soap,  candles,  cigarettes,  shoes,  alpargatas,  and  sole  leather 
arc  the  principal  manufactured  articles.  Wooden  furniture  of  high 
qriality  is  made  in  Caracas,  and  there  are  also  biscuit  bakeries,  maca- 
roni plants,  etc.  During  the  year  the  manufactui-e  of  wire  nails  and 
of  toys  was  begun  on  a  small  scale,  and  a  plant  for  the  juaking  of 
extract  of  divi-divi  Avas  started  in  ^Margarita. 

New  laAvs  of  railway  concessions  were  passed  during  1917  and  191H. 
[Sec  Co.MMEKCE  Repokts  for  July  10,  1917.  and  Sept.  19,  1918.]  No 
ftew  lines  nor  extensions  were  constructed  during  1917.  The  year 
was  a  better  one  for  the  railways  than  191G  in  spite  of  the  increased 
expenses.  However,  Venezuelan  railways  are  so  short,  their  tonnago 
so  limited,  and  their  rates  so  higli  that  burro  trains  and  mule  carts 
continue  to  compete  with  them,  and  tliere  is  a  AYidcsjnead  l)elief  that 
for  countries  no  more  intensely  developed  than  tliis,  railways  are  not 
the  cheapest  means  of  transportation. 

Shipping  Connections  Maintained. 

The  United  States  maintained  its  ship]:>ing  connections  very  Avell 
during  1917.  Steamship  connections  from  New"  York  are  furnished 
by  the  Ked  "D^'  Line,  with  weekly  American  mail  steamers.  An 
American  mercantile  firm  operates  a  monthly'  steamer  to  and  from 
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New  Orleans.  Goods  may  also  be  dispatched  via  Trinidad  or  Colon. 
The  vessels  of  the  Eoyal  Dutch  West  India  Mail  disappeared  from 
Venezuelan  trade  as  did  the  French  steamers  of  the  Compagnie 
Generale  Transathmtique.  A  transfer  connection  for  French  mail, 
passengers,  and  freight  was  established  with  Martinique  by  substi- 
tute vessels.  One  Italian  steamer  continued  to  trade  on  the  route 
from  Genoa  to  Panama  via  Venezuela.  Though  often  far  from  on 
schedule  the  Spanish  Com])ariia  Trasatlantica  kept  np  the  numl>er  of 
its  vessels.  Coasting  service  w^as  maintained  by  the  steamers  of  the 
Venezuelan  Navigation  Co.,  which  added  a  disarmed  naval  transport 
to  its  fleet;  by  the  two  steamers  of  the  Empresa  Carenero;  and  by 
many  small  sailing  vessels. 

Banking  in  Venezuela. 

The  great  progress  in  Venezuelan  banking  which  began  in  191G 
continued  throughout  1917.  In  November  the  National  City  Bank 
of  New  York  opened  a  branch  in  Caracas,  and  in  the  same  month  the 
Banco  Mercantil  Americano,  which  is  a  subsidiary  of  the  Mercantile 
Bank  of  the  Americas  of  New  York,  began  business. 

In  October,  1917,  the  Bank  of  Venezuela  annoimced  that  in  future 
it  would  discount  commercial  paper.  Prior  to  the  war  certain  Ger- 
man mercantile  firms  were  ])ractically  the  only  concerns  in  Vene-; 
ziiela  doing  commercial  banking;  now  there  are  two  domestic  and^ 
four  foreign  banks  in  Caracas,  and  all  the  ports  have  ample  banking 
facilities.  [A  report  on  banking  conditions  in  Venezuela  was  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Reports  for  April  8,  1918.] 

Aside  from  the  expansion  in  banking,  the  most  significant  develop- 
ment in  Venezuelan  commerce  was  the  establishment  in  Caracas  of  a 
branch  house  of  a  great  American  mercantile  firm.  The  new  estab- 
lishment put  in  large  stocks  and  is  able  to  sell  to  smaller  firms  so 
much  more  cheajjly  than  they  can  import  for  themselves  that  busi- 
ness has  increased  with  startling  rapidity.  It  seems  probable  that 
the  da}'  of  many  small  importers  (except  for  specialties)  is  passing 
and  that  commerce  will  gradually  concentrate  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
large  firms.  Catering  to  the  opposite  tendency,  however,  one  of  the 
American  banks  will  now  take  orders  for  goods  and  deliver  them  at 
the  purchaser's  warehouse  with  cost,  freight,  insurance,  and  duties 
paid. 
Correct  Consular  Invoices  Required. 

Consular  invoices  in  Spanish  are  required,  in  the  making  of  which 
great  care  should  be  exercised,  as  goods  must  be  invoiced  in  the 
nomenclature  of  the  tariff  law  and  fines  are  imposed  for  the  use  of 
ditto  marks  and  abbreviations  and  for  all  errors.  Making  shipments 
with  drafts  attached  to  documents  gives  no  security,  as  consignee 
named  in  the  consular  invoice  can  obtain  goods  from  the  custom- 
house without  presenting  invoice  or  bills  of  lading.  Customs  duties 
are  levied  upon  gross  weights,  which  must  be  marked  upon  all 
packages  in  kilos.  Parcel-post  shipments  require  no  invoices  and, 
where  possible,  are  favored.  Full  foreign  postage  should  be  prepaid 
on  all  mail  matter. 

Import  Trade  Shows  Slight  Increase  in  Value. 

The  total  imports  for  1917  amounted  to  114,964,88G  bolivares,  as 
compared  with  100,914,089  bolivares  in  1916;  but  the  figures  for  1917 
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arc  im-liislvc  of  18.148.511  bolivarcs  in  <2:<»U1  coin,  Avlioreas  those  of  the 
pi'C»co«iin<2:  year  include  onl^v  ^,^"20,885  })olivaros  of  this  inctal.  As  the 
Aveight  of  imports  for  1017  is  loss  by  21,000  tons  than  that  of  imports 
of  1010,  it  is  apparent  that  the  country's  purchases  of  foreign  goods 
were  less  in  quantity  and  value  than  in  the  year  before.  This  con- 
dition was  due  to  no  lack  of  demand  nor  to  any  inability  to  pay  but 
solely  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  merchandise. 

Imports  from  the  Uiiited  States  in  1017  amounted  to  70  per  cent 
of  the  total  (t>4.5  per  cent  of  the  merchandise  only)  and  those  fi-om 
Great  Britain  to  1(3.4  per  cent.  The  following  table  gives  the 
quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  into  Venezuela  from  each  conntry 
in  1010  and  1017  (quantity  given  in  kilos  of  2.2040  pounds  and 
value  in  bolivares  of  $0,103,  normal  exchange)  : 


CoiiijtrJes  of  origin. 


Barbados 

Canary  Islands. 
China 


('olombia 

<;olombia  (in  transit), 
aiba. 


Kilos. 


'"iiravao  and  Aniba. 

Denmark 

Kcuador 

France 

tSrenndx 

Italy. 


,772, 

1S2, 

,309, 
'72, 


Alanjuiqiic  . 
Nethi-rlaniis. 
Panama 


I'esa . 


Porto  Kieo 

Spain 

Trinifla<1 

United  Kingdom. 
United  Slates 


7, 

1, 

23, 

.4r2, 

,n!)6, 

,218, 


Bolivares. 


2,28.5 
4,330 
.',.231 


349,  3H,5 

]3S,723 

4.W,  b-)4 

JI,.")ti3 

5,  )45,10H 

60 

2, 174, 800 


1917 


Kilos. 


19,062 


7.8)7 
8S;233 


Bolivares. 


7,Cj') 


3S,2<0 
119,28:j 


1,299,  r22 

18,.V20 

208 

21,  MO 

5,996,237 

873,127 

2:^,116,999 

07,143,666 


9, 482, 3S4 

3.j,610 

106 

t,  l:;'*,  720 

3,800 

429,177 

202 

SSn,  174 

8, 321 


108,672 

3,046,762 

2,073, 16() 

9,l.'">.'),6tJ0 

0.>,483,312 


lotal 113,212,4J1  j    106,911,089 


91,961,178 


909,079 

76,88.8 

10,:.()0 

4,921,(»> 

43) 

l,.59i,o;n 

27.-, 

329,487 
29,-827 


81,629 

6,.'"i6,'),083 

717,6)9 

IS,  93.5,658 

80,631,122 


114,964,888 


The  United  States  and  Spain  were  the  ])rincipal  countries  to  in- 
crease their  sales  over  lOK).  American  export  restrictions  did  not 
liegin  to  make  them.selves  felt  until  October;  prior  to  that  lime  every 
.steamer  from  Xew  York  had  come  loaded  to  capacity,  largely  vvith 
goods  for  (Jcrman  linns  bouglit  in  anticipation  of  tbe  passage  of  a 
"  trading-with-the-enemy  "  law.  From  October  until  the  end  of  the 
year  the  quantity  of  American  goods  arriving  was  small. 

Articles  of  Import  and  Principal  Countries  of  Origin. 

The  largest  and  most  signiticant  item  in  the  li^t  of  Veneznelan  im- 
ports for  1017  is  gold  coin  amounting  to  18,148,511  j>()livares;  this 
was  brought  in  to  redress  exchange,  which,  nevertheless,  continued 
heavily  in  Venezuela's  favor.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  embargo  on 
exports  of  gold  imposed  by  the  United  States,  this  item  Avould  have 
been  much  larger. 

Because  of  improved  banking  methods,  long  credit  is  no  longer 
the  necessity  that  it  has  been  in  Veneznelan  commerce,  and  it  is 
expected  that  trade  will  reflect  this  change  as  soon  as  conditions  are 
settled. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  more  important  articfes 
imported  into  Venezuela  in  1916  and  1917,  with  the  principal  coun- 
tries of  origin: 


Articles. 


ABTiculttiral  implements — 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Spain 

Arms  and  accessories 

United  States 

Automobiles 

t'nitcd  States 

Trinidad 

Bags,  empty 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Porto  Uico 

Bagging 

Unite<l  States 

United  Kingdom 

(Colombia 

Spain 

Beer 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Dcnmarlc 

Netherlands 

Belting 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Beverages 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Trinidad 

Curacao 

Spain 

Biscuit 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Spain 

iTrance 

Trinidad 

Books,  printed 

United  States 

Spain 

France 

Butter 

United  States 

toenmark 

Netherlands 

Spain 

United  Kingdom 

Panama 

Trinidad 

Buttoas 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spam 

Curacao 

Caiuicd  and  preserved  foods . . . 

United  States 

France 

Italy 

Spain 

Trinidad 

United  Kingdom 

Carbonic  acid  gas 

UnitPil  States 

Trinidad 

Cartridges 

United  States 

Trinidad 

Cement 

United  Slates 

Trinidad 

Netherlands 

Cheese 

United  States 


1916 


112, 

57, 


14, 

14, 

405, 

372, 


141, 
57, 
6C, 


467, 
15, 


23, 

7, 

2, 

7, 

2, 

31, 

28, 

1, 

242, 

26, 

23, 

175, 

5, 


16, 
17, 

7, 
182, 
88, 
77, 
13, 


117, 
65, 
22, 


1917 


$41,058 

32,612 

6, 130 

2,316 

10,031) 

10,016 

376,895 

367,776 

9,119 

1C8, 469 

:«,  875 

52,898 

9.939 

053,919 

669 

351,359 

694 

1,197 

21,389 

16,389 

2,069 

1,453 

677 

28, 555 

25, 569 

2,854 

206, 811 

22,290 

17,332 

154, 550 

1,791 

1,716 

3,544 

686 

4,802 

73,675 

66,472 

1,932 

1,640 

738 

2,889 

ai,3S6 

9,083 

14,583 

9,755 

73,775 

37, 768 

13,387 


9,810 

6,920 

5,766 

124 

47,204 

11,826 

965 

9,245 

52 

13,758 

10,312 

1,046 

95, 113 

75, 692 

2,782 

400 

11,230 

3,654 

906 

13,552 

11,903 

1,009 

32,038 

31,912 

126 

129,670 

71,283 

22,430 

9,981 

11,701 

7,042 


Articles. 


Chce.se— Continued. 

Netherlands 

Italy. 

France 

Coal 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Curacao 

Confectionery 

United  States 

United  Kingdom , 

France 

Italy 

Spain , 

Cordage 

United  States 

Italy 

Trinidad , 

Cotton  manufactures: 

Knit  goods 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Spain 

Italy 

Canvas  and  duck 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Spain 

Trinidad 

Embroidery 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Blankets 

United  States 

Spain 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Handkerchiefs  and  towels. 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Spain 

Lace  and  trimmijigs , 

United  States , 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands , 

Thj-cad  and  yarn,  cotton 
andlinen..." 

United  States 

United  ICingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spain 

Cloths  and  other  manufac- 
tures   

United  States 

Ifnited  Kingdom 

France 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spain 

Trinidad 
Cotton,  raw 

United  States 
United  Kingdom 
Disinfectants 
United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Drugs,  medicines,  and  chemi- 
cals  

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Italy 

Spain 

Netherlands 


1916 


127, 241 
1,319 


152, 645 
49,420 
78,631 


79,583 
32, 121 
18,001 
10,100 
12,955 


103.746 
82,344 


404,582 
98, 269 
4,218 
37, 765 
5,848 
250,011 
3,501 
76,322 
75,336 


63,321 
44,643 
12,120 


,171,641 
,310,467 
,373.414 
38,869 
25.784 
101,445 
64,555 


1917 


738,000 
486,458 
43,849 
160.529 
22. 100 
17,090 


8,332 


9.'>2,563 
629.427 
24,322 
236,120 
33.945 
26,850 
1,219 
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Articles. 


1910 


Earthenware  and  crockery 

United  States '. 

tiiited  Kingdom 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Electrical  appara  tus 

€nitcd  States 

Unite"!  Kiiigdora 

Electric  lamns 

United  States 

Electric  hc;ht  bulbs 

United  States 

Engines,  gas  and  oil  motors 

United  States 

Uint*d  Kingdom 

Prance 

Trinidad 

Explosives,  powder,  dynamitu, 

and  f  us?s 

Unit ed  SI ates 

Flour,  wheat 

United  States 

Cnrajjao 

Trinidad 

Grain: 

Kice 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Trinidad 

Barley,  malted 

United  States 

Class: 

Bottles 

United  States 

Trinidad 

Manufactures  n .  e.  s 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Plate  and  flat 

United  States 

Cold  coin 

United  States 

Curasao 

jFon: 

Domestic  wares 

Unite^l  States 

Umted  Kingdom 

Netherlands 

Spain 

Manufactures  n.  e.  s 

United  States 

<Unit<>il  Kingdom 

Nethoriands 

Uuljiiished  and  structural. 

■United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Netherlands 

Pipes  and  tubes 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Netherlands 

Nails 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Lamps,  lanterns,  and  accesso- 
ries  

United  States 

Lard 

United  States 

Leather 

United  States 

France 

Spain 

Kacliines  and  machinery  n.  e.  s. 

United  States 

Cuba 

Machine  parts  and  accessories. . 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Spain 

Material  for  hats  and  unfin- 
ished hats 

United  Stales 


$26,010 
5, 1(>9 
19,094 


152.739 

133. S92 

4,743 


10,601 
9.252 
109, 796 
9S,7:32 
16.001 


000 

43,117 

41,821 

1.201,163 

1,190,963 


10, 103 

623,081 
556,9.'')9 
4.j,437 
12,010 
61,294 
61,284 

48,105 
44,829 


49, 509 
39,609 
1,493 
3,348 
11,607 
11,514 
774,977 


1,770,996 


184,426 
13'),  929 
20, 886 
22,601 


129,938 

93, 792 

15,619 

3,8.88 

139.4.39 

123,  oa3 

10, 451 

2,932 

169, 837 

16i,4.i2 

2,466 


.57, 153 

48, 212 

8,183 

18,655 
17,642 
3.55,347 
355,-347 
319,719 
261,488 
47,348 


658, 167 

507,346 

Hi, 169 

132, 031) 

105,362 

13,673 

.5,062 

2,039 

96, 422 
2,503 


$99,990 

26.032 

63,742 

7,2,56 

1,187 

194,252 

lS'i..568 

4,958 

5,320 

4,340 

.36,. 519 

35.. 594 

109,. ")50 

96,985 

1.973 

6.548 

2,841 

23.934 

2:5.934 

1,1,55,809 

1,1.51,775 

2, 634 

1,400 

641.038 
635,881 


5,3.57 
76,298 
75,758 

75,797 
73,532 
2,266 
57,833 
49,403 


6,  ISO 
13,054 
13,047 
3, 560, 563 
3,548,035 
12,  .528 

169, 284 

143, 192 

IS,  (138 

'  4,319 

1,941 

2.59,9.59 

239, 948 

13, 746 

.553 

163.262 

162, 479 

783 


281.542 
272, 868 
2,776 
5,692 
59,637 
54, 824 
4, 813 

18, 965 
17,S.35 
70, 177 
70, 177 
261.066 
206, 685 
34, 605 
3,53) 
491.294 
488,006 


104.4.55 
89; 996 
6,371 
4,937 


51,482 
9,991 


Articles. 


Material   for  hats  and   unfin- 
ished hats— Continued 

United  Kingdom 

P"  ranee 

Italy 

Spain 

Colombia 

Office  supplies 

Cniled  Slates 

ITnitcd  Kingdom 

France 

Oils: 

Mach  ine 

I'nited  States 

United  Kingdom 

Trinidad 

Gasolme  and  I'enzine 

V  nited  States 

(Curacao 

Netherlands 

Trinidad 

Kerosene 

United  Stales 

Trinidad 

Linseed 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Olive 

France 

Italy 

Spam 

United  States 

Olives  and  capers 

France 

Spain 

United  States 

Paints: 

Ordinary 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Netherlands 

Trinidad 

Enamel  and  colors 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Paper: 

Printing 

United  States 

Wall 

United  States 

Cigarette 

Spain 

Other 

United  S1;ates 

United  Kingdom 

France,' 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Spam 

Paraffin 

United  States 

Perfumery 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Italy 

S  pain 

Pumps 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Spain 

Railway  materials 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Porto  Rico 

Ruljber  tires 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Rubber,  manufactures 

United  States 

United  Iviugdom 

France 

Italy 


1916 


$12,009 
9,602 
31,9:i5 
4,029 


35,351 

26,998 

4,435 

1,319 

4(i,  920 

4.-!,  .816 

1,668 


205,691 
l.'i7,910 
11,493 


151,821 
149,407 


25,331 

24,081 

1 ,  250 

191,784 
10,401 
.3(».662 

l2o,  569 


14,814 
1 ,  252 
9,278 


75,  .865 

58,0.54 

9,718 

1,115 


15,445 
15,430 


70,627 

69, 457 

3,921 

3,015 

37,  7.56 

37, 7.56 

213,  (a5 

164,381 

5,  .805 

3,092 

6, 2S3 

13,636 

19,422 

73,631 

73,631 

171,. 325 

48,  'ibli 

15, 405 

99, 848 

3,208 


18,235 

15,2,87 

1,142 

1,560 

129, 19S 

114,146 

13, 3U 


67, 881 
.52, 198 
10, 900 
345 
37,453 
27,0.59 
4,. 542 
3,107 
1,093 


1917 


J12,43> 
5, 353 

13,912 
5, 479 
4,319 

32,179. 

28, 171 
3,586 


65,9,81 
64,463 

"'i,499 

316,244 

269,912 

9,222 

5,  H20 

4,290 

225, 197 

223, 126 

1,894 

30,291 

26,810 

2,  705 

87,931 

6,819 

2,910 

74, 702 

3,004 

13.595 

1,700 

8,171 

2,890 

83,440 
74,207 
6,113 

'"'•}^6i6 

61,397 

57,146 

2,374 

142,722 

142, 722 

11,009 

3,286 

41,642 

41,642 

.334,, 560 

266,  .560 

3,377 

4,301 

""2;i,"i92 

27,463 

148, 424 

148,424 

176,047 

62,. 331 

12,287 

96,3.81 

1,441 

3,501 

19,043 

18,821 

222 

'ii7,'i92 
105,211 
8,774 
2,725 
3,862 
3,680 


59,613 

53,295 

3,. 511 

2,435 


SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


Aiticlcs. 


1916 


1917 


Articles 


191G 


1917 


Sardines 

United  States 

Netherlands 

Spain 

France 

Soda  (except  silicate) 

United  States 

,       United  Kingdom 

France 

Spices  and  Rroceries  n.  e.  s 

United  Slates 

Spam 

Stearin 

United  States 

Tools 

United  States , 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Toys 

United  Stales 

Si)ain 

France 


$136, 
23, 

100, 
■'>> 
68, 
56. 
11. 


80, 

62, 

3, 

2o:j. 

2r>i. 

47. 
•11, 


$97,880 
18,011 


70,310 

1,C08 

59,613 

53.265 

3,511 

2.43.'5 

87,R21 

77. 845 

8,104 

220. 33S 

220. 33S 

97.372 

!>2.3S7 

12,211 

1,943 

39, 198 

26,729 

6, 405 

5,203 


Wine 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Italy 

Spain 

Wire: 

Barbed 

United  .Slates 

Galvanized 

United  States 

Woolen  goods: 

Baize 

United  Kingdom. 

United  States 

Other 

United  States 

United  Kingdom. 

I'rancc 

Spain 


$269, 
11. 
17, 
54, 
36, 
47, 

138, 
135, 
46, 
46, 

121, 
121. 


012 
944 
630 
252 

262 
202 


179, 
02, 
96, 
14, 
3, 


$256,386 
11,823 
13,961 
64,886 
23.752 
150,098 

65,010 
63,523 
63.884 
63.313 

46.408 

45,109, 

1.299 

172.70(1 

.58.621 

101,979 

2,239 

9,285 


Parcel-Post  Trade.  ,  >;-,  i 

Imports  by  parcel  post,  amounting  to  $655,057  in   1916  and  to' 
$738,061  in  1917,  are  not  included  in  tht  stated  totals  of  imports  for; 
either  ycixv.     Merchandise  of  high  value  relative  to  weight  is  im- : 
ported  by  parcel  post.     This  method  is  growing  in  favor,  primarily 
because  no  consular  invoices  are  required  and  there  can  be  no  customs 
fines  for  mistakes  in  documentation.     War  conditions  have  added  to. 
the  already  great  advantages  of  using  the  mails  in  this  manner  and 
parcel-post  imports  have  increased  while  others  have  either  remained 
stationary  or  decreased. 

It  is  only  under  war  conditions  that  the  United  States  has  taken 
first  place  in  parcel-post  shipments.  Prior  to  that  time  France, 
Italy,  and  .sometimes  Germany,  led  in  this  trade.  The  cost  of  send- 
ing parcels  from  Europe  to  Venezuela  is  less  than  that  of  sending 
thein  from  the  United  States. 
War  Affects  Foreign  Commerce. 

Trade  figures  for  the  entire  year  of  1917  do  not  show  clearly  the' 
cour.se  of  commerce  during  that  time.  Up  until  September,  Vene- 
zuelan commerce  was  steadily  recovering  from  its  low  state  in  1915, 
and  1916;  in  many  lines  it  had  reached  and  in  some  surpassed  the 
1913  figures.  But  in  September  and  October  export  restrictions  im- 
posed b}^  the  United  States  began  to  make  themselves  felt,  and,  as' 
there  was  no  other  market  in  which  to  trade,  the  import  trade  almost' 
ceased.  Local  production  of  butter,  cheese,  and  lard  increased 
greatly.  When  American  flour  could  not  be  imported  the  Colombian 
product  w^as  tried,  but  this,  in  1918,  gave  way  before  the  better 
quality  and  loAver  price  of  flour  from  Chile. 

Increases,  for  the  most  part  in  value  only,  are  noted  in  cement,  coal, 
cordage,  canvas,  cotton  blankets,  laces  and  trimmings,  drugs  and. 
chemicals,  earthenware  and  crockery,  and  printing  and  w^rapping 
paper.  Gasoline  and  kerosene  increased,  but,  since  domestic  pro- 
duction has  begun,  the  returns  for  1918  will  probably  .show  a  decline. 
Paraffin  imports  increased,  as  it  was  used  as  a  substitute  for  stearin. 

As  in  so  man}^  other  countries,  the  trade  in  cotton  goods  is  the 
most  important  line,  and  it  amounts  to  more  than  one-third  of  the 
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lotal  imports.  In  this  bi'tincli  the  trade  of  the  ITnitod  States  in  tlio 
past  has  been  weakest,  but  sales  of  American  cotton  goods  have 
largely  increased  since  191-1. 

large  Export  Trade. 

The  value  of  exports  in  1917  Avas  greater  by  nearly  3,000,000 
bolivares  than  in  1910,  and  the  weiglit  of  produce  was  greater  by 
o5,510  tons,  wliich  Avas  an  increase  of  one-third  over  1916.  The 
United  States  look  5r».2  per  cent  of  the  total  value  and  GI.S  per  cent 
of  the  total  W(Mght  of  all  exports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  weight,  value,  and  covnitries  of  desti- 
nation of  Venezuelan  exports  in  1916  and  1917 : 


1916 


Coiiiiliics. 


Barhados 

})razil 

Canary  Isiands 

Colombia 

Cuba 

Denmark 

Dutch  West  Indies. 

Franco 

French  Ouiana 

Granada 

Guadeloupe 

Italy 

Martinii7ne 

Netherlands 

Porto  Rico 

St.  Lucia 

Spain 

Trinidad 

United  Kingdom... 

Uruted  States 

All  other  coimti  ies. 


Total 1S9,8: 


Metric 
tons. 


SOO 


S87 

68 

13J 

21,31' 

1S,2S2 

l,o<)3 

149 


2,260 


2,801 

74 

fi28 

S,813 

!i,23J 

2,951 

U9,33ti 

793 


Bolivares. 


16,2  V) 
672,000 


342,264 
90, 190 
140,o60 
,7o8,711 
,418,088 
419, 735 
7,271 


2,419.225 


296,8".l 
14,300 
2i)8,374 
429,477 
074,352 
786,543 
,117,983 
350,675 


117,652,854 


Metric 
tons. 


1 ,  796 


102 

1,287 

3;j 


35.024 

13.9% 

'907 

105 

103 

1,:«J 

1,911 

987 

2,415 

1.715 

12,051 

11,153 

1,4S:} 

158,995 


245,355 


BolivM'cs. 


131,770 


142,364 

000,400 

6,881) 


9,28;i.362 

14,.S35,0S3 

2:">7,r34 

24,734 

4-5,890 

1,42:1,267 

491, 6iM 

.805.270 

.82:1,091 

6:12, 1.50 

12,075,9.56 

fi,o:?7,62l 

a,922,;500 
66,28:1,824 


120,024,360 


The  values  of  exports  in  Venezuelan  statistics  arc  greatly  under- 
stated, this  tendency  to  undervalue  ])eing  caused  by  a  stamp  tax  upon 
the  amount  shoAviv  by  shipiiing  documents.  Tlie  dift'erencc  amounts 
to  more  than  10,000,000  bolivares  for  1917. 

Principal  Articles  Shipped. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  exports  i 
from  A^enezuela  during  1916  and  1917  by  articles  and  by  countries 
of  destination : 


Articles  and  eoinitrles  of  destinalion. 


Coffee . 


United  States. 

France 

Ketherlands... 
Ciiracao 


Spain 

Italy 

Trliiidad . 


107198°— 19— 4Sa- 


1916 


Metric 
tons. 


,.814 
,971 
,:181 
,171 
,989 
,149 
,812 


Bolivares. 


67.1.388 
;i61,224 
517,:^69 
5.59,59:1 
:i48, 134 
.5;i.->,661 
♦J.55,:541 


1917 


Metric 
tons. 


44,0,SO 

26, 908 

.'"',.382 

454 

1,180 

8,562 

1,0;}2 

H3 


Bolivares. 


42,779,723 

25,6.32,4:13 

i),  571, 650 

445,33.5 

1,107,068 

8,.->0.5,.3;i5 

1,031,872 

155,731 
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Arlicli'S  and  countries  q(  deslination. 


Cocoa 

United  Slates. 

France 

Nctherland:j... 

Spain 

Italy 

'rrinidad 

1.1. 


Gol< 


United  States.... 

Spain 

United  Kingdom. 

'I'rinidad 

Hides . 


Skins. 


United  States 
Netherlands.. 

TrinithfJ 

France 

Ci:ra(;ao 


United  States . 
Uiira  ao 


France. 
Balata . 


irniled  States.... 
United  Kingdom. 
Trinidad 


Siigiu' . 


tJnited  States 

United  Kingdom 

Ourarao 

Nethorlaud? 

France 

Sp-aiii 

.\nimals 

Asphalt 

Castor  oil 

Oiiele  antl  other  gums  . 

Coconut  oil. 

Copaiba. 


Copper  ore 

ni\-i-di  vi 

Feathers  (lierou  plumes) . 

FeF'tiiiser 

FLsb  seunds 

Ixaiher.  sole 

RIagnesitP 

Maiac 


i\f»rt!!nr»ve  bar!*. 

-M-eat,  Crozen 

Pearls 


Pearl  shell... 

Rubber 

Sabadilla 

Sandiils 

Sernamby 

Tobacco 

Toaka  beans . 
Wood 


Metric 
tons. 


15,1  Si 

4,417 
325 

1,W9 
258 

2.575 


Bolivares. 


: 


22,(M.-J,40O 
8, 477,  .333 
0,499,623 

45.'S,776 
2,S0d,662 

408,025 
2,693,196 
9,278,001 
7,629,579 
1,005,676 


Metric 
tons. 


,297 

,034 

39 

45 

135 


,162 

838 
315 


44, 


,955 

510 

,360 

103 

354 

.313 


436 

140 
98 
14 
37 

476 

25 

,446 


8,706.454 

8,309.484 

72,358 

54,331 

148,000 


3,202,836 
1,921,667 
1,256,152 


2,936,087 

1.070,229 

1,813,286 

42,600 

3,461,SdO 

625,558 

246,23a 

2,&25,119 


1,516,164 

1,422,399 

1,750 

131,764 

10,707 

212,892 

1,744,615 

684,165 

529,044 

162,812 

102,532 

903,943 

99,600 

21,676 

21,363 

1,670,080 

861,25:? 

16,311 

728, 736 

69, 519 

70, 757 

151,035 

451,359 

72,669 

210,174 


20,044 
S,417 
5,472 

153 
2,650 

287 
2,713 


3,722 

3,479 

17 

69 

3 

36 

457 

334 

109 

13 

1,172 

163 

944 

62 

15,370 

5,940 


9,235 

23 

4 

161 


48,844 


78 

40 

53 

34.353 

6,061 


16,094 

146 

129 

1,700 

13,505 

433 

5,522 

""564 

183 
231 
16 
U 
126 
725 
4,268 


Bolivares. 


24,290,826 

10,886,837 

6,544,590 

169,320 

3,214,298 

340,279 

2,715,M4 

4, 681, 71*5 

4,523,934 

26,617 

SS,770 

42,384 

»,  252, 681 

8, 696, 134 

57. 193 

73,706 

12,665 

102,537 

1,379.592 

938, 138 

379, 138 

61,000 

6, 641,  WO 

874,7t)7 

5,460,271 

308,275 

6,685,109 

2,411,129 


4,157,283 
11,810 
3,000 
86,626 
8,0^ 
1,635,730 


192,282 
^,819 

168,312 

2,81)7.030 

487,133 

476,880 

180,726 

56,.J92 

536, 100 

34,000 

2,a50,176 

a,  695 

2-210,30it 

672,233 

21.532 

1, 276,  S74 

i«,67r) 

122,671 
116,208 
119,774 
216,641 
303,056 


Coffee  exports  were  smaller  in  volume  and  in  value  in  1917  than  in 
an}'  i-ecvnt  year,  owing  to  lack  of  tonnage  to  Europe,  the  low  price 
of  coffee  in  the  United  States,  and  the  storage  of  large  amounts  by 
firms  on  the  various  enem3'-trading  lists  and  by  others  speculating  on 
the  belief  that  with  iwace  the  price  of  coffee  Avould  rise.  Shipments 
of  cocoa  and  sugar  show  slight  increases  over  191C.  Corn  Avas  ex- 
ported in  (juantities  for  the  first  time  in  Venezuelan  history,  brought 
about  by  the  remarkably  large  crop  and  the  high  price  of  coi-n  in 
New  York  (more  than  $2  per  bushel).  Owing  to  excessively  high 
internal  transportation  rates,  whicli  are  based  on  coffee  and  cocoa 
worth  from  10  to  20  cents  a  pound,  corn  can  be  shipped  from 
Venezuela  only  when  prices  are  abnormally  high,  as  in  this  case. 
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Gold  exports  Avore  only  lialf  as  much  as  in  191G.  Exports  of 
balata  to  Great  Britain  increased  greatly,  but  those  to  the  United 
States  fell  off. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

That  the  exports  to  the  United  8tates  increased  so  much  is  dno 
solely  to  superior  sliipping  facilities  to  New  York.  The  following 
table  gives  the  combined  declared  exports  from  all  American  con- 
sulates and  consular  agencies  in  A^enezuela  to  the  United  States  in 
lOK)  and  1917: 


Articles. 


Balata 

Beaiis 

<  'hide 

Cocoa 

Cofleo 

Copaiba 

»-"opper 

Com 

Divi-divi 

Fish  sounds 

OoM 

Hides.... 

Rubber 

SMus 

Sugar 

Woods 

All  other  articles. 


Total . 


Pounds. 


584,341 


13.5, 681 

11,495,919 

.56,932,237 

.S9, 312 

38, 716, 197 


6,283,941 
130, 7.84 


7,234,401 

323, 236 

1, 81.5,  .586 

17,276,537 


Value. 


24, 
1, 792, 
6,627, 

36, 
4.54, 


162, 
31, 


2,  (Ml), 
18;j, 
504, 
678, 
26, 
48, 


12,881,851 


1917 


Poands.        Value, 


603,  ,555 

1,78.5,  .597 

170,  445 

1.8, 9.52,  702 

oS,  731,, 516 

.84,  869 

a  29,071 

b  3.54, 476 

1,064,130 

1.S6,  .560 


7, 26;^,  72.) 

402, 906 

1,709,955 

.3.3,  212,  .340 

1, 719, 998 


.5300,424 

69,475 

4.5,440 

2, 3.85, 26!l 

6,324,782 

44,539 

629, 907 

491, 4.M 

30,488 

41,. 890 

229, 3:« 

2, 003,  .540 

194,321 

662,675 

1, 430, 610 

1.3,500 

134  ISO 


1.5,031,818 


a  Tons. 


6  Bushels. 


Trade  of  Port  of  La  Guaira. 

La  Guaira,  with  its  neighboring  toAvns  of  Maiquetia  and  Macuto, 
has  about  18,000  inhabitants.  A  brewery,  two  soap  factories,  three 
candle  factories,  and  various  small  establishments  turning  out  cigar- 
ettes, macaroni,  etc.,  are  located  here,  but  almo.st  the  entire  impor- 
tance of  the  city  is  as  a  port  of  entry  and  egress  for  Caracas  and  cen- 
tral Venezuela. 

The  statistics  of  the  La  Guaira  TTarbor  Corporation,  Avhich  are 
entirely  separate  from  those  of  tlie  customhouse,  shoAV  the  following 
movement  for  1916  and  1917: 


Items. 


FOREIGN  TH.^DE. 

Imports 

<  leneral  mcrchandi.se 

Hardware 

Provisions  and  ]ii|iiors... 
Oils  (excluding  kerosene) 

Kerosene 

Timber 

Cement 

("oal 

M  achinery 

Kail  way  material 


316 

1917     } 

'trie 

MAilc   \ 

ns. 

tnnx.     1 

.5:13 

40,347  ' 

S25 

10,. 529  1 

914 

4,132  ' 

023 

12.296 

635 

526  : 

392 

4.027 

042 

2, 139  . 

245 

2,148  ' 

280 

3,720  ■ 

137 

746 

40 

•      84 

Items. 


FOREIGN  TR.VDE— continued. 

E  xport  s 

Coffee 

f^ocoa 

Hides 

Sugar 

All  other. 

COASTIXO  TR.IDE. 

Imports 

Exports 


1916 


Metric 
tonJi. 

18,133 
8,484 
7, 1.53 
1,030 
430 
1,036 


31,272 
17,414 


Metric 

tons. 

24,730 

8,624 

10, 769 

935 

294 

4,108 


40,a51 
18,836 


Increased  imports  from  the  United  States  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  compensated  for  the  decrease  during  the  months  of  October, 
November,  and  December,  when  receipts  of  goods  from  New  York 
fell  to  very  low  figures. 
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The  principal  products  shipped  to  the  United  States  from  La 
Guaira  in  191G  and  1917,  as  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate,  were : 


Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

1,774,597 

13,811,892 

5,064,815 

30,9S9 

a3i,163 

$68,600 

1,588,979 

496  901 

8,064,361 
3,007,650 

12,089 

$1,198,900 

358,052 

l,08i 

Coffee         

5  121 

76  77t> 

Dlvl-divi 

43,008 

1,965 

15,849 

385,424 

10,626 

2,744 

266 

2,  .5.52 

8,508 

r,0,433 

12,954 

18 

7,928 

Gold,  etc : 

37,161 

499,926 

1  389 

Hides 

1,246,070 

2,005,633 

Pearls 

Plants 

Rubber 

4,127 

10,293 

160, 162 

238,077 

339,590 

42 

3,504 

dds 

Rubber  scrap 

Sabadilla 

260.0.33 

211,679 

1,229,344 

31,8% 
51,'^ 

Skins 

Siifiar 

37;*)! 

All  other  articles 

n,8p 

Tolal 

2,057,904 

2,920,4^ 

o  Bushels. 

Exports  to  Porto  Ric^)  amounled  to  $8,154:;  there  were  no  exports 
to  Hawaii,  (jiuini,  or  the  Philippines.  Returned  American  goods 
totaled  $3S,22.S. 

Caracas,  the  Capital  City. 

Besides  heing  the  capital  and  largest  city,  Caracas  is  to  a  peculiar 
degree  the  center  of  the  commercial  and  industrial  as  well  as  of  the 
political  life  of  Venezuela.  Practical^  every  company  engaged  in 
any  sort  of  business  in  any  part  of  the  Rei^ublic  maintains  its  i^rin^ 
cipal  office  in  Caracas,  and  all  general  agencies  should  be  located 
there. 

Industrial  develoi:>ment  is  not  very  great,  howe^■el■,  as  the  citj-  is 
commercial  rather  than  industrial.  With  the  progress  in  banking 
that  has  been  made,  long  credits  should  not  be  the  one  and  only  re- 
quirement of  Venezuelan  importers. 

During  191G  and  1917  the  Allowing  articles  were  invoiced  at 
Caracas  for  shipment  to  the  United  States: 


Articles. 


Antiques 

Gocoa 

Cofiee 

Hide.s 

Sabadilla 

Skins 

All  other  articles. 


Total. 


1916 


Pounds. 


1,077,228 
28),  172 
88,432 
58, 107 


Value.       Pounds. 


$2,215 


130, 193 

110,553 

15,437 

10,110 

1,,559 


18, 145 
2,132,300 


270,067 


22,608 


Value. 


$1,692 

2.187 

188,335 


4,111 
'i2,'i62 


209,487 


Declared  Exports  to  TJnited  States  from  Ciudad  Bolivar, 

Ciudad  Bolivar,  fourth  in  importance  of  the  ports  of  Venezuela,  is 
situated  on  the  Orinoco  River,  about  200  miles  above  its  mouth.  In 
every  respect  its  commerce  is  very  different  fi-om  that  of  the  rest  of 
Venezuela,  depending  not  upon  the  products  of  manufacturing  or  of 
agriculture,  but  upon  wild  products  of  the  forests,  upon  gold  mined 
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and  washed  in  Veneziielfin  Guiana,  and  upon  hides  which  are  rafted 
down  the  Orinoco  and  its  tributaries  from  southern  Vene/ucla  and 
eastern  Colombia. 

The  products  dechired  at  tlie  consular  agency  at  Ciudad  Bolivar 
for  shipment  to  the  United  iStates  during  IDIG  and  11)17  were  as 
follows : 


Articles. 

1916 

19!7 

rounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Balata 

384,308 
16,448 

135, 680 
90,525 

$269, 673 

5,057 

24,469 

8,9.50 

003,555 

17.125 

170,445 

$300,423 
7,651 

Bal.saiii  oapi  vi 

Chicle 

45,440 

Coffee 

Gold 

116,560 
293, 438 

Hides 

2, 558, 730 
282,650 

35, 734 
176,819 
29.682 
20, 0.59 

671 ,  574 
170,068 

7,435 
47,605 
3,.")40 
3,367 
4,099 

a32,963 
340,237 

■     16,146 
49,368 

Rubber 

162  S19 

Skins: 

Calf 

4,529 

Deer 

9,890 

Tobacco 

Tonlf  a  l)e!ins 

278 

833 

All  other  a:  tides 

3,451 

Total 

1,216,437 

■ 

945,040 

Imports  into  Ciudad  Bolivar  consist  largel3^  of  the  necessities  of 
life  for  a  population  living  under  somewhat  primitive  conditions. 
The  ]:)rincipal  items  are  automobiles  and  tires,  barbed  wire,  bLsciiits, 
canned  goods,  canvas,  condensed  milk,  cordage,  cotton  cloths,  cement, 
cyanide,  drugs  and  medicine,  electrical  accessories,  hams  and  bacon, 
hosiery,  kerosene  and  gasoline,  liquors,  manufactures  of  iron,  paper, 
rice,  and  wheat  flour.  The  introduction  of  the  automobile  into  this 
district  has  caused  some  industrial  and  commercial  changes. 

MARACAIBO. 

By  Con.sul  P^iiiii  .Sa«cr. 

As  more  than  80  per  cent  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Mai-acaibo  since 
1914  has  been  willi  the  United  States,  the  entiy  of  that  country  into 
the  war  necessaiily  affected  commerce  very  materially,  although  it 
appears  that  the  reduction  was  in  the  imports  of  tliis  district  and  not 
in  the  relative  share  of  the  United  States  in  the  trade. 

Exports,  it  ap])eais,  remained  unaffected  by  the  Avar,  the  declared 
shipments  to  the  United  States  showing  an  increase  of  slightly  more 
than  2.5  per  cent  over  those,  of  the  preceding  year,  although  the 
Venezuelan  Government  statistics  indicate  a  decrease  from  a  total  of 
$6,918,850  in  lOK)  to  $6.2i>7.2('.2  in  1917.  The  war  stimulated  the  ex- 
portation of  Indian  corn  (^-hi]>ped  for  the  fii-st  time  fi'om  this  dis- 
trict in  1917)  and  of  sugar.  Crop  conditions  in  certain  instances, 
how^ever.  affected  shipments  adversely. 

Complete  official  statistics  regarding  the  commerce  of  this  consular 
district  for  the  year  1917  have  been  available  only  recently  and  may 
appear  of  small  importance  at  this  date  on  account  of  the  over- 
shadowing importance  of  the  chnnges  brought  about  during  1918  by 
the  American  enenn'-trade  regu]ati<ms  and  foreign-trade  rchti-ictions. 
More  than  one-half  of  the  foreign  business  of  the  district  was  in  the 
hands  of  enemy  firms,  Avhich  continued  to  ti'ade  freely  Avith  the 
United  States  until  the  middle  of  December,  1917,  when  the  American 
finemy-trading  list  Avas  received  here.    Nevertheless,  as  Ave  are  re^ 
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turning  to  peace  conditions,  at  least  a  brief  analysis  of  the  trade  of  the 
district  for  the  year  1917  is  not  altogether  without  interest,  as  it  may 

throw  light  upon  possible  future  developments. 

Countries  Sharing  in  Import  Trade. 

The  imports  of  this  district  during  the  years  1916  and  1917  by 
countries  of  origin  were  as  follows : 


Ooimtrjes. 


Cuba 

Denmark 

Francft 

Italy 

NetherlaiK.s. 
Spain 


191C 


$61,657 
9,527 
97,461 
88,565 
94,059 

340,020 


1917 


$3,292 
108, 821 
46,063 
62,387 
265,988 


Countries. 


United  Kingdom. .. 

I'nitert  States 

All  other  countries. 


Total. 


S6&i,  17u 

3,511,65.) 

38J 


4,888,504 


1917 


1315,770 

2,938,329 

1,120 


3,741,770 


According  to  these  figures,  the  imports  decreased  by  over  23  per 
cent  in  1917  as  compared  with  1916.  The  only  countr}'  from  which 
there  was  an  absolute  increase  Avas  France,  but  that  country's  share 
in  the  imports  was  only  about  2.5  per  cent  of  the  total  amount.  The 
value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  decreased  by  only  16.5 
per  cent,  and  the  relative  share  of  the  United  States  in  the  import 
as  well  as  the  export  trade  of  this  district  therefore  increased. 

The  figures  in  the  preceding  table  do  not  include  all  imports  of  this 
district  from  foreign  countries,  as  some  $750,000  to  $1,000,000  worth 
of  foreign  merchandise  comes  into  this  port  from  La  Guaira  and 
Puerto  Cabello  on  coast  vessels  and  is  included  under  coast  traffic 
(cabotage).  It  is  not  possible  to  deduce  the  origin  of  the  goods 
from  the  official  statistics,  but  by  far  the  greater  part  comes  from 
Europe. 
Comparative  Statement  of  Imports. 

The  imports  from  the  United  States,  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
Spain^  together  with  the  total  imports  from  all  countries,  during  the 
years  1916  and  1917  were  as  follows:  ; 


Articles. 


FOODSTUFFS  AND  BEVER.\GES 

Barley  malt 

Butter. .J 

Canned  goods 

Craf'kcrs,  soda 

Flour,  wheat 

Grits  and  sago 

Liquors 

Olive  oil 

Prepared  foods 

Rice 

Sardines 

Spices 

Sugar,  candies,  and  jams 

Waste  of  animals,  prepared... 
Wines 

Total 

TEXTILE.S. 

Bags 

Cordage 

Cotton    goods: 

Bleached 

Unbleached 

Hats 

Hat   material 


From  United 

States. 


1916 


$16, 497 

7,931 

15',  4M 

26,377 

193, 167 

5,913 

24,354 

3,970 

5, 049 

111,199 

'787 

13.959 

16,552 

9,048 

5,351 


455, 158 


9,209 
28,853 

590,221 

101,847 

878 

1,131 


1917 


$46, 
3, 
28, 
13, 
147, 
6, 
6, 

1, 
53, 

14, 
16, 
7, 
2, 


From  United 
Kingdom. 


1916 


1445 
59 


5,006 


805 
507 


168 
1,176 


2,779 


348,437  !  11,029 


6,770 
34,097 


876 


290,960   407,011 
41,620       1,767 

2,630    

2,731  1    7,803 


1917 


$256 


671 


183 


37 
218 


780 


2,333 


170, 936 
3,675 


3,521 


From  Spain. 


1916 


$4,098 
66 


2,314 

23,072 

2,409 

20 

39, 240 

201 

180 

5 

34,783 


106,388 


15,313 
97,332 


1917 


$4,337 


6,119 
9,781 


16,210 
201 
82 


25, 532 


62, 262 


76,630 
187 


232 


209 


From  all  countries. 


191G 


$16,597 
17, 684 
23,  700 
26,492 

193. 167 
10,060 
79, 0.54 
44,082 
11,S99 

111,728 
40,705 
13,368 
18,819 
10,544 
53,076 


670,973 


16,385 
57,946 

1,130,603 

103.817 

11,238 

10. 145 


$46,482 

6,695 
33,970 
13,52» 
150,471 

6,195 
50, 176 
10,466 

2,256 
53,149 
17,626 
14,525 
17,234 

7,834 
34,861 


465,465 


8,005 
34,097 

544,575 
68.036 
5,933 
ft,  268 
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Articles. 

From  I'nited 
States. 

From  United 
Kingdom. 

From  Spain. 

From  all  countries. 

* 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1!H7 

TEXTILES — contiaueil. 
Thread 

J22,041 
20, 157 

15,547 
10,843 
15,831 

$19,242 
15,040 

13,7.-)0 
5,861 
4,481 

$44,410 

$13,980 

$1,486 
71,073 

6,022 
6,4.59 
2,  .590 

$20, 001 
52,843 

9,679 
4,695 

4,368 

S68, 991 
122,684 

.36,7.53 
43,488 
40,004 

$72, 901 

29,097       3,020 

15,084       1,892 
Z5,995     10,897 
21,429     33,477 

72,921 

.    25,688 
21,4.54 

Bedding  and  cotf  ou  mamifac- 

AVooleu  iaaniifaeture.s  

Mamifactiires  ol  fibers  n.  e.  s . . 

42,326 

Total 

816,558 

443,188  1553,472  [241,398  |20O,5O7 

108,662    1,042,054 

902,207 

CHEMICALS,  OILS,  PAINTS,  ETC. 

21,992 
17,075 
19, 505 
9,108 
0,116 
29,015 
11,2^3 
184,100 
27,976 
14,296 
14,0.-)0 
15,560 
59, 1S,5 
21,852 

7,066 

0,704 

27,768 

8,508 

940 

.32,775 

17,  .529 

142,191 

27.4Gf) 

13, 247 

13,967 

10,  .544 

4,888 

7,472 

21,992 
42,  .569 
22, 708 
12,809 
33, 192 
39, 082 
11,233 
2:^,8.30 
32.2:'5 
20,808 
14,0.50 
16,647 
.59, 185 
23,979 

7,06a 

403 



90 
29 

36  ,331 

2,048 
3.701 

27,  .804 

Disinfectants 

2,062 

10  .599 

940 

32  775 

17,. 529 

Medicinal  preparations 

16,064 
4,043 
5,472 

.5,878 
3.618 
1,161 

3,956 
19 
97 

8,400 

""ihV 

1.56.472 
31,199 

Perfume,  cosmetics,  etc 

16, 1.S4 
13.967 

Soda 

1,087 
'"i,'6.57' 

10,544 

Stearin       .      

77 

4, 8.S8 

Acids,  nitrates,  etc 

430 

7.. 549 

Total     

451,069 

321,071 

34,072 

12,796 

4,965 

8,682 

585,979 

373, 907 

METALS  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

Aericiiltiiral  machinery 

21,248 

28,904 
46, 943 
12,938 
13, 692 
14,903 
20,433 

49,261 
41,945 
31,927 
61,336 
330,004 
35, 458 
18, 249 
94, 186 
10,931 
12,295 
10, 564 
9S,553 

45,649 
25, 157 

29,396 
2,747 
18, 749 
15,  .542 
11,:W9 
20, 529 
3S,434 

94,298 
33,697 

15,370 

11,220 

63 

36,618 
28,904 
40, 943 
15,077 
14,317 
19,830 
26,433 

49,261 
.58,215 
;M,927 
69,087 
389, 8.52 
36,970 
20, 157 
94, 186 
11,099 
13, 8.85 
15, 273 
98,950 

47,227 
25, 448 

40,862 
2,747 

18,749 
15  810 

2,140 

259 

Cars,  carriages,  etc 

..  . 

11,540 

Cutlery 

3,835 

2,615 

977 



22,9,50 

Electrical  goods 

38,434 
95, 610 

Iron  and  steel: 

'"4,' 358' 

1,126 
3,559 

•■■•i37" 

116 
102 

nousehold  articles 

38,692 

Manufactures  n.e.  s 

.59, 470 
104,240 
31, 359 
12,739 
88.043 
4;397 
30, 051 
24,346 
110,419 

.33,7.37 
17,273 

0,908 

2,550 

262 

1,905 

39 
""28O' 

40 
33 

"i,'235" 

.59,514 
107, 406 

Motors  and  accessories 

35, 603 

13,877 

88  043 

169 
1.348 
1,645 

232 

4,, 543 

Tin 

281 
258 

10 
15 

24' 

30, 3.5!^ 

Tools 

25, 038 

Tubing 

122, 112 

Wiic: 

33, 737 

291 

17,273 

Total 

1,033,576 

849,784 

41,016 

19,637 

1,212 

1,540  j  1,152, 659 

882,899 

MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLE.S. 

Adveil  ising  and  almanacs 

Belting 

9,184 

ii,a53 

6, 991 
29, 201 

4,327 
11,463 
49, 149 

8,522 

4,346 
42, 214 

4,602 
9,618 
9,141 
17.069 
378,045 

3,066 
7,288 
2,283 
23,067 
1,230 
18,714 
32,795 
7,702 

8,705 
43,779 

6,102 
12, 679 

8,  ,509 
.53,317 
519, 805 

87 
386 
480 

90 

332 

9,596 
11,589 

.8,678 
30,049 

9,  .865 
13, 985 
49. 477 

9,043 

4,346 

50, 402 

4.602 

11,337 

28,090 

28, 727 

379, 7,85 

3,185 

7,288 

813 

501 

2,427 

2,073 

328 

852 
135 
3,273 
100 
193 
24 

5,407 

Bottles 

23, 816 

1,.3.50 
112 

""'421' 

207 
40 

175 
79 

8,3t>l 

Glass  and  manufactures 

I.^at hor,  tanned, 

18,910 
33, 163 

Musical  inslrimients 

7,921 

Pap<^r: 

8,705 

481 

1,320 

4,084 

4,600 

49, 572 

Rublwr  manufactures: 

Tires  .? 

6,102 

Other 

i,76o 

13,941 
132 

'"3,"  532' 
25 
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"2,'i29' 

3,391 

12, 847 

Toilet  articles     

22,  ,836 

Wood  and  manufactures 

67, 036 
619, 805 

Tolal 

595,525  1    749,701  |  19,090 

5,588 

12,766 

12,665 

649,577 

785, 017 

All  other  articles  

159,773  j    226,148  [  26,491 

34,078 

14, 182 

12,177  1     187,262 

332,275 

3,511,659 

2,9.38,329  '685.170  :315. 770 

340,020 

265,986  1.4.888.504 

3, 741, 770 
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Reduction  in  Imports — Transit  Trade. 

As  appears  from  the  table  given  above,  tliere  was  a  recluction  in  the 
imports  of  the  «i:reat  majorit_y  of  articles.  Some  of  the  reductions 
noted  may  be  due  in  part  to  a  reclassification  in  the  official  statistics 
of  articles  cominff  under  the  ditl'erent  headings  in  such  a  way  that 
it  is  not  possible  to  give  exactly  corresponding  figures  for  the  two 
years.  The  items  included  under  ''all  other  articles*'  show  a  mate- 
rial increa.se,  which  fact  seems  to  corroborate  this  assumption.  Per- 
haps the  most  striking  reduction  is  found  in  the  case  of  bleached 
cotton  goods,  which  <lecrea.sed  from  $1,180,603  in  191C  to  $544,575  in 
1917  and  which  was  reclassified.  Articles  purchased  in  larger  quan- 
tities are  almost  entirely  those  used  by  the  petroleum  and  coal  devel- 
opment companies,  including  preserved  foods,  iron  and  steel  material, 
lubricants,  etc.  Gold  imports  increased  from  $379,785  in  1916  to 
$519,865  in  1917. 

The  imports  by  parcel  jwst  into  this  district  in  1917  were  valued 
at  $82,950,  against  $97,284  the  year  before,  and  came  from  the  follow- 
ing countries:  United  States.  $46,702:  United  Kingdom.  $6,761; 
France,  $10,809;  Italy,  $10,262;  Spain,  $5,313;  Switzerland,  $2,239; 
all  other  countries,  $864. 

Merchandise  imported  at  Maracaibo  for  transshipment  to  Cucuta, 
Colombia,  in  1917  was  valued  at  $423,286,  against  $641,111  in  1916. 
The  imports  in  1917  came  principally  from  the  following  countries: 
United  States,  $337,002 ;  United  Kingdom,  $26,693 ;  France,  $14,797 ; 
Italy,  $16,439;  Spain,  $27,992;  and  Netherlands,  $269. 

Exports  by  Countries. 

The  value  of  exports  from  this  consular  district  by  countries  dur- 
ing 1916  and  1917,  according  to  the  Venezuelan  official  statistics,  was 
as  follows: 


Countries. 

1916 

1917 

Coantries. 

1916 

1917 

Celombia 

$62,334 

i 
$58,691  ! 
6,427 

United  States 

t5, 115, 542 
1,310,462 

$4,807,871 

France 

West  Indies 

1,283,817 

Italy. 

233,075 

4,555 

158,383 

34,508 

All  other  countries. . .        

1,766 

44,934 

23,756 

Total 

Spain  

fl.91S.850 

6, 227. 262 

United  Kingdom 

"'"  '     ■ 

1 

Quantity  and  Value  ol  Exports  Decrease. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  Maracaibo  to  all  countries  in  1917 
decreased  b}^  10  per  cent,  whereas  the  total  exports  to  the  United 
States  decrea.sed  by  only  6  per  cent.  No  exports  are  noted  to  Ital}' 
or  England,  although  the  year  before  the  exports  to  the  former 
amounted  to  $233,075  and  to  the  latter,  $34,508.  The  exports  to  the 
Netherlands  amounted  to '$44,934,  against  $4,555  the  year  before. 
Little  difference  is  noted  in  the  shipments  to  Colombia  and  the 
West  Indies,  Almost  all  that  is  included  in  the  shares  of  the  West 
Indies  goes  to  Curasao,  and  much  the  greater  part  of  this  is  trans- 
shipped to  the  United  States.  The  rest  goes  to  Europe,  but  it  is 
not  possible  to  ascertain  the  respective  quantities. 

The  Red  "  D  "  Line  has  one  steamer,  the  Merkla,  which  plies  only 
between  Maracaibo,  Curacao,  La  Guaira,  and  Puerto  Cabello.     By 
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far  the  greater  part  of  the  cargo  which  this  boat  takes  to  Curacao  is 

for  transshipment  on  the  larger  steamers  of  the  same  line  for  New 

York. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  TTnited  States. 

The  values  per  unit  of  the  articles  exported  from  Venezuela  is 
always  20  to  25  per  cent  less  according  to  the  Venezuelan  official  sta- 
tistics than  they  are  according  to  the  consular  declared  export  re- 
turns. The  dedared  exports  of  this  consular  district  to  the  United 
States  durino-  1916  and  1917  were : 


Articles. 


Bones 

Cacao 

Coffee 

Copaiba 

Corn,  Indian 

I)i\i-divi 

Fish 

Fish  sounds 

Hides 

Skins: 

Goat 

Deer 

Calf... 

Sugar 

Wood: 

Box 

Zapatera 

other 

WooL 

All  other  articles . 


Total 7,415,040 


1916 


Pounds.         Value 


178,292 

780, 767 

49,820,361 

69,478 


6,179,582 

20,709 

130,709 

1,491,505 

296,865 

16,030 

1,006 

14,997,501 

214,598 

261,610 

1,289,352 

25, 704 


SI, 542 
155,134 

,  775, 698 
30,663 


159,959 

1,.576 

31,725 

521,830 

122, 838 

4,310 

497 

578, 261 

1,574 

2,740 
14,330 
3,54S 
8,815 


1917 


Pounds. 


151,778 

783,461 

47.484,102 

84, 869 

5,789,047 

1,064.130 

20.108 

186, 560 

1,320,519 

258, 283 

12,085 

4,339 

24,811,581 

195,769 

1,420,045 

104, 1*4 

29, 177 


Value. 


$1,330 

167, 441 

5,234,130 

44,539 

206,154 

30, 489 

1,073 

41,891 

550,915 

153,274 

4,317 

1,708 

1,132,294 

1,120 

10,786 

1,584 

6,280 

25,506 


7,614,831 


"All  other  articles"  for  1917  includes  Guiana  bark,  $-125;  Mara- 
caibo  bark,  $2,388;  Simarouba  bark^  $460;  old  brass,  $199;  old  car- 
boys, $830;  cheese,  $3,474;  coconut  oil,  $7,496;  old  copper,  $3,537; 
fiber,  $856;  fish  slrins,  $164;  hair,  $415;  leather,  $1,049;  orchids, 
$2,659.  During  the  year  1916  there  were  no  declared  exports  of 
cheese,  coconut  oil,  or  Indian  corn. 

The  total  value  of  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  in- 
creased by  nearly  $200,000,  although  there  was  a  decrease  in  the 
exports  of  coffee  of  nearly  $600,000.  This  loss  was  due  in  part  to  a 
reduction  of  more  than  2,000,000  pounds  in  the  quantity  exported, 
and  in  part  to  a  reduction  in  the  average  value  per  pound — ^from 
$0,116  in  1916  to  $0.1102  in  1917.  The  exports  of  divi-divi  de- 
creased, owing  to  crop  failure,  from  $159,959  in  1916  to  $30,489. 
The  increase  in  the  total  value  of  exports  is  accounted  for  mainly  by 
the  increase  in  shipments  of  sugar  from  $578,261  in  1916  to  $1,132,- 
294  in  1917,  and  in  the  exports  of  Indian  corn,  noted  for  the  first 
time  in  August,  1917,  and  amounting  to  $206,154  for  the  year.  The 
value  of  the  exports  of  raw  hides  shows  an  increase,  while  the  quan- 
tity shows  a  considerable  decrease. 

Shipments  of  Coffee. 

In  recent  years  the  sugar  industry  and  the  development  of  the 
petroleum  resources  of  the  district  have  begun  to  have  an  important 
influence  on  trade,  but  coffee  will  continue  to  play  the  leading  role  in 
the  foreign  trade  of  the  district  for  some  years  to  come. 
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In  11)10  iuul  11)17  ihe  coftV'C  ciop  in  this  district  was  bi-low  normfil, 
ivs  reflcctod  in  the  follo\vin<?  export  fi^nros  for  the  years  1915  to  1918, 
showino-  the  number  of  bags  of  coti'ec  received  at  Maracaibo  from 
tlie  inteiior  and  the  number  exported  from  this  district.  Cotfce  from 
INIerithi  and  'J'rujilhj  conies  in  40-kilo  bags;  from  the  Tachira,  in 
r)8-kilo  bags;  and  from  C'u<Mita,  in  (50-kilo  bags  (1  kilo='2.2  poiinds). 
Bags  ex]ioil<Ml  all  wcigli  (W)  kilos,  hence  tlie  a|)parent  discrepancy  in 
(he  amount  i('cei\ed  and  tlie  amount  exj)orted. 


Items. 


Kcooiplsfrom  the  interior. 
Kxporls 


1915 


Bags. 

e<i3,.V>4 

556,102 


1916 


Bags. 

611.607 

482,214 


1917 


Bags. 
494.  ia3 
414,811 


Bags.  . 
477.429 
392,314 


Destination  of  Coffee  Shipments. 

According  to  Venezuelan  oflicial  statistics,  roflVo  exported   from 
(Ids  district  in  1917  was  taken  by  the  following  countries: 


Countries. 


Curacao 

Netherlands.. 

i^pain 

United  States 


rounds. 


1,6.'>6.496 

.V)6,3<')5 

22.1,  Of)  1 

47, 791,. 304 


Value. 


$12S,707 

44,9.T. 

IS,  429 

3,8!s6,394 


Countries. 


Other  ports  of  Venezuela . 
Total 


Pounds. 


3,581,638 
53,810,864 


Value. 


$33.5,342 
4,413,808 


Tlio  foregoing  figures  are  defective  in  so  far  as  they  do  not  give 
the  linal  destination  of  the  coffee  shipixnl  to  Curacao  and  to  other 
ports  of  Venezuela  and  in  addition  understate  the  value.  The  fol- 
lowing table  gives  a  more  nearly  correct  account  of  the  destination  of 
the  coffee  exported  from  Maracaibo  during  the  years  1916,  1917,  and 
1918: 


Countries. 


Curacao 

Denmark . . . 

France 

Italy 

Netherlands. 
Bpain 


1916 

1917 

1918' 

Bags. 
13,3S0 

5,  224 
12,034 
19, 303 
40,252 

5,441 

Bags. 
1,95.5 

Bags. 
41,957 

1,353 
3,921 
9,500 
1,946 



2,4i3  ! 
010' 

1 

Countries. 


T'nite<l  States 

Otiier   ports   of   Ven- 
ezuela  


1916 


Bags. 
386,610 


Total 482,244 


1917 


Ba^s. 
376, 217 

19,919 


414,SU 


1918 


Baos. 
329^506 


17,.S29 


392,314 


Almost  all  coffee  shipped  fi'om  here  to  other  ports  of  Venezuela 
is  for  export  to  Knro})e.  Of  the  370,217  bags  of  coffee  exported  to 
the  United  States  in  1917,  3G9,G57  went  to  New  York  and  Ihe  rest, 
G,5G0  bags,  to  New  Orleans.  Of  the  3-29,oOG  bags  exported  to  the 
United  States  in  1918,  314,884  bags  were  sent  to  New  York  and 
the  rest,  15,122  bags,  to  New  Orleans.  A  large  part  of  the  41,957 
bags  shij^ped  to  Cura(;ao  in  1918  went  to  New  York  and  New  Or- 
leans. 


Development  of  Sugar  Industry  Retarded. 

The  cane  sugar  exported  from  this  district  goes  almost  excbisively 
to  the  United  States.  According  to  the  Venezuelan  oflicial  statis- 
tics, only  23  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.G  pounds)  were  shipped 
to  Spain.  The  fact  that  according  to  those  statistics  almost  80  per 
cent  of  the  sugar  exported  from  this  district,  or  9,235  out  of  a  total 
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of  11,699  metric  tons,  was  taken  by  Curasao  in  1917  means  only  that 
the  sugar  is  transshipped  there  to  the  United  States. 

The  sugar  industry  in  this  district  did  not  develop  until  in  recent 
years.  There  were  practically  no  shipments  made  until  1915.  Since 
then  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  have  been  valued  as 
follows:  In  1915,  $57,804;  in  1916,  $578,261;  and  in  1917,  $1,132,294. 

Practically  all  of  the  sugar  exported  during  1917  and  1918  came 
from  one  factory ;  namely,  the  factory  of  the  Venezuela  Sugar  Co., 
at  Bobures,  on  the  south  side  of  the  lake.  Two  other  factories,  com- 
pleted in  1915,  have  not  operated  during  the  last  two  cutting  seasons. 
The  industry  seems  to  be  contending  against  climatic  difficulties, 
the  cane-producing  districts  being  very  malarial.  Furthermore,  the. 
industry  is  contending  with  financial  difficulties,  with  a  lack  of 
competent  managers,  and  with  high  freight  rates  from  the  mills  to 
the  market.  Until  means  are  found  to  overcome  these  obstacles, 
material  development  in  the  industry  is  not  to  be  expected. 

Coast  Traffic  of  Maracaibo. 

The  entry  of  goods  into  tlie  port  of  Maracaibo  by  coast  traffic 
amounted  to  $8,425,465  in  1917,  against  $8,730,715  in  1916.  This 
figure  is  large  because  practicallj^  all  products  from  the  interior  of 
the  Lake  Maracaibo  region  come  to  Maracaibo  by  coast  traffic;  thai 
is,  on  lake  vessels.  Coffee  makes  up  over  one-half  of  the  total  in 
1917,  being  valued  at  $4,929,927.  Other  products  coming  from  the 
interior  for  export  were  sugar  valued  at  $326,534;  hides,  $321,928; 
and  papelon,  $210,221. 

The  total  foreign  merchandise  coming  to  Maracaibo  by  coast 
traffic  from  La  Guaira  and  Puerto  Cabello  is  valued  at  $750,000  to 
$1,000,000.  The  largest  item  in  1917  was  cotton  cloth  from  Europe, 
Avhich  amounted  to  $419,529.  The  principal  native  products  coming 
from  the  coast  are  cigarettes  and  cigars,  amounting  to  $367,287  in 
1917. 

Outgoing  coast  traffic  of  Maracaibo  in  1917  was  valued  at  $5,- 
086,770,  against  $5,497,816  in  1916.  The  principal  items  in  the  out- 
going traffic  for  Avestern  Venezuela  in  1917  were  imported  textile 
goods,  $922,115;  hardware,  $443,550;  imported  goods  n.  e.  s.,  $641,910; 
coined  monev,  $457,694;  cigars  and  cigarettes,  $149,100;  alcoholic 
drinks,  $135,472 ;  flour,  $97,068 ;  machinery,  $63,510.  The  principal 
item  for  export  via  port  farther  east  was  coffee,  amounting  to 
3,581,688  pounds,  or  more  than  27,000  large  bacs,  and  valued  at 
$335,342. 

Prospects  for  Petroleum  and  Coal. 

Petroleum  wells  have  been  opened  by  the  Caribbean  Petroleum 
Co.,  an  American  corporation,  at  Perida,  west  of  Lake  Maracaibo, 
and  at  Mene  Grande  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake,  10  miles  inland  from 
San  Lorenzo,  which  is  70  miles  from  Maracaibo;  by  the  Colon  De- 
velopment Co.,  another  American  corporation,  at  Cuba,  near  the 
Colombian  border,  100  miles  west  of  Encontrados;  and  by  the  Vene- 
zuela Oil  Concession  (Ltd.),  a  British  company,  at  La  Rosa,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lake,  about  30  miles  from  the  city  of  Maracaibo. 
These  wells  are  shut  down  awaiting  further  development,  except  the 
one  at  Mene  Grande  which  supplies  the  refiner}'  of  the  Caribbean 
Petroleum  Co.  at  San  Lorenzo.    Part  of  the  crude  oil  from  this  same 
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■uoll  is  boinj^  sont  <o  a  I'cnnory  at  rnrarao.  but  the  lack  of  transporta- 
tion facilities  ])n'v<'n<s  ]ar«^('  <|uantitie.s  from  being  f^hi}>llO(].  The 
rofinorv  at.  San  I^orcnzo  is  hinall  and  is  intemlod  to  sujipl}'  the  local 
market,  of  \'('nezu(']a  only.  The  retinei'y  at  Cnra<^ao  as  now  con- 
structed c:in  run  on  a  capacity  of  J.OOO  tons  of  crude  oil  per  day  of 
24  hours,  but  Avith  little  alteration  the  capacity  can  be  enlarged  to 
4.0(H)  Ions  per  day.  'Jhis  retinery  was  erected  especially'  to  treat  the 
crude  oil  from  the  Lake  Maracaibo  region. 

Apparently  it  is  a  question  of  oidy  a  few  years,  or  of  the  time  when 
the  facilities  can  be  had  for  marketing  the  crude  petroleum,  that 
that  protluct  will  bring  more  wealth  to  this  district  annually  than 
any  other  product. 

Hard  coal  of  good  quality  is  found  to  the  west  of  IMaracaibo  \n 
abundance  on  a  concession  owiumI  by  (he  Caribbean  Coal  Co.,  also  an 
American  corporation.  As  yet  no  coal  has  been  exported  from  this 
region,  but  it  is  expected  that  in  a  few  years  a  railroad  from  the  mines 
to  deep  water  of  the  Gulf  of  Venezuela  will  be  completed  and  that 
as  much  as  500,000  tons  of  coal  can  be  exjiorted  from  that  mine 
annually. 

Branch  Banks  Established — Shipping. 

During  the  year  1917  a  branch  office  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada 
opened  for  business  in  Maracaibo  and  also  a  branch  office  of  the  Mer- 
cantile Oversea  Corporation  (a  New  York  companj'^),  which  is  doing 
mainly  a  mercantile  business  but  also  banking  and  exchange  business. 

The  nmnber,  tonnage,  and  nationality  of  steam  and  sailing  vessels 
entering  and  clearing  this  port  with  cargo  during  the  years  11)10  and 
1917  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Entered. 

CJcared. 

Nati'.rtiiUitj'. 

1910 

1917 

1016 

1917 

Num- 
ber. 

Ton- 
nage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Ton- 
nage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Ton- 
nage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Ton- 
nage. 

Btcamvi^sscls: 

50 

3!>,a38 

4.1 

26,648 

67 

45,795 

64 
12 
8 

38  346 

Diit ( li 

3,462 
6,502 

4 

2,  WO 

7 

4,S03 

3 
2 

3,343 
1,296 

other      

Bailing  vossols: 

5 
41 
18 

350 
4,280 
1,377 

6 
93 
69 

3 

a'iO 

l)nt>h 

64 
30 

6, 926 
2,092 

113 

59 

3 

12,054 

4,995 

201 

»,866 
6,172 

Other  

3'J4 

PUERTO  CABELLO. 

By   Coiiftiil  KrMuk  Anderson   lienr?-. 

The  Puerto  Cabello  consular  district  has  an  area  of  40,870  square 
miles,  amounting  to  11.0  per  cent  of  A>ne/.uelan  territory,  and  a 
population  estiin!ite<l  at  l>r>5,000,  equal  to  35  ]wv  cent  of  that  of  the 
entire  country.  This  region  is  predominantly  agricultural  in  its 
activities,  aiul  its  ])i'ospei-ity  is  largely  dependent  on  its  expoi't  trade 
in  cortee,  cacao,  hides  and  skins,  and,  to  a  less  extent,  copper  ore, 
sugar,  and  frozen  meat. 

Included  within  its  limits  are  three  of  Venezuela's  largest  cities: 
.Valencia,  with  25,000  inhabitants;  Barquisimoto,  with  25,000 j  an4 
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Coro,  with  20,000.  These  cities  are  exceeded  in  population  only  by 
Caracas  and  Maracaibo.  The  two  seaports  of  this  district  open  to 
foreign  trade  are  Puerto  Cabello,  with  a  population  of  10,000,  and 
La  Vela  de  Coro,  with  3,000.  The  former  ranks  third  among  the 
country's  ports,  but  the  latter  does  a  relatively  insignificant  trade- 
General  Commercial  Conditions. 

The  year  191T  was  in  almost  every  way  less  satisfactory  to  the 
mercantile  community  than  the  preceding  year.  The  effects  of  the 
European  war  were  increasingly  felt,  being  manifested  in  a  scarcity 
of  tonnage  to  move  exports,  from  which  the  coffee  trade  especially 
suffered  and  in  the  control  of  exports  from  the  United  States  after 
that  country  entered  the  war.  The  total  foreign  trade  of  Puerto 
Cabello  in  1917  amounted  to  $8,779,205,  in  comparison  with  $8,495,542 
in  1916  and  $7,235,191  in  1915.  Figures  alone  are,  however,  some- 
what misleading,  in  view  of  war-time  conditions ;  for  the  slight  iiir 
crease  in  value  recorded  for  1917  really  was  accompanied  by  an 
actual  decline  in  volume.  Growing  scarcity  of  tonnage  restricted 
ti'ade  with  Europe  and  made  the  United  States,  with  which  regular 
service  was  mamtained,  more  than  ever  the  controlling  influence  i3|i 
the  foreign  commerce  of  this  conmiunity.  Manufacturing,  where 
raw  materials  were  available,  was  stimulated  by  the  shortage  and 
high  prices  of  imported  goods,  but  it  will  always  be  of  relatively 
small  importance  in  this  district.  Large  food  crops  were  raised, 
which  undoubtedly  tended  to  ameliorate  internal  conditions. 

Uiecreased  Volume  of  Imports. 

Imports  into  Puerto  Cabello  decreased  from  $3,202,469  in  191G 
to  $2,998,701  in  1917.  The  respective  weights  of  imports  for  these 
two  years  were  32,087  and  26,258  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.6 
pounds).  The  table  given  below  shows  that  the  changes  in  the 
geographical  origin  of  the  import  trade  between  1916  and  1917  were 
not  very  marked.  The  United  States  slightly  increased  its  propor- 
tion, as  did  also  Spain ;  while  France,  Italy,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
all  showed  losses. 


Countries. 


Jtance 

Italy 

Spam 

United  Kingdom. . 

United  Stales 

All  other  countries 

Total 


1916 


Value.       P^Tff'^t- 


$101,931 
5r.,880 
167, 525 
774.609 
2,027,773 
73,751 


3,202,469 


3.2 
1.8 
5.2 
24  2 
C3!3 
2.3 


100.  0 


Value. 


$81,236 
24,341 
236,384 
484,069 
2,022,468 
150, 203 


2,998,701 


Percent^ 
age. 


2.7 
O.g 
7.9 
H.2 
67.4 
5.0 


100.0 


A  sharp  decline  in  the  imports  took  place  during  the  latter  half  of 
1917.  These  dropi>ed  from  16,408  tons,  valued  at  $1,745,440,  in  the 
first  six  months  to  9,850  tons,  of  $1,253,261  value,  in  the  remaining 
months.  Customs  receipts  for  these  two  periods  of  1917  amounted 
to  $651,058  and  $384,334,  respectively,  a  total  of  $1,035,392. 

The  import  trade  of  La  Vela  de  Coro  is  always  small.  In  1917  it 
amounted  to  $106,711,  of  which  41.5  per  cent  came  from  the  United 
States ;  this  compares  with  $135,844  in  1916,  with  56.6  per  cent  from 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


tlic  Ignited  Stalos'.    In  1017  a  Inri^cr  share  of  the  imports  came  from 
Curarao  tliaii  i'oiiiKuly.  but  many  of  tliesc  ^shipments  Avcrc  of  Ameri- 
can oi'ii^iii. 
Principal  Imports  into  Puerto  Cabello. 

The  f(»ll()\vin<r  fable,  sliows  the  ))rin«ipal  items  of  import  into 
I*iierto  ('al)ellu  (biiinp:  the  years  1910  and  1017,  both  from  the  United 
►States  a)Hl  from  all  countries: 


Ar(itlf>.< 


AiTicuItiiral  inii>Ionieitts  aii'l   niacliinery   (including 

sugar  machinfry) 

Automobiles  aiuj "iicfcssories 

Bags  ami  bujginj; 

Bevera'.'fts: 

]  )istil]ed 

W  i  ncs 

Bi»(lcr 

Cement 

Coal 

Cor(ia::c 

Cotton  and  manufactures: 

Haw 

Cloths 

Ptocldn.tjs  and  undershirts 

Dnies  and  medi.pitie.s  u.  «.  s 

Kleci riial installation  materials 

>"lour,  wlit^at 

Iron  ami  .steol  maimfactures: 

Wiro 

Other 

Macliines,  machinery,  motors,  and  accessories 

OUs: 

Ga5;olinp » 

Kerosene 

J^iibricating 

<.)li\e 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper  and  manufactures 

I'araRin 

Pipes  and  tultos,  metal 

Kail  way  materials 

Rico 

Sardines 

Roda,  caustic,  silicate,  and  ash 

Stearin 

Threa<! 

Wood,  lumber,  etc 

A 11  other  articles 

Total 


1916 


From 
I'nited 
Slates. 


f.51,.",0 
5.S,  744 
10,  SS7 

169 
2,639 
20,178 
24,649 
3«,  S83 
12,798 

1.30. 233 
140, 433 
4,740 
69,667 
It,  702 
2.50, 15-J 

il.fiCS 
te,  837 
9«,117 

21,922 
40,224 
9,  .570 
7,921 
22, 0.59 
32,206 
34,611 
37, 46.5 
13,  S62 

10S,217 
13,0:?.S 
27,  709 
56.030 
2,  769 
10, 62'.i 

566, 605 


2,027,773 


Total 
imports. 


$.S0, 139 

.5s,  744 
171,339 

37,467 
.54,90.5 
44,626 
21.  (CS 
S7, 164 
12,894 

139,2.33 
477. 4S7 
•17,296 
7X,  60S 
11, 702 
250, 1">4 

41,  077 

7S, 695 
120, 570 

21,922 
40, 224 
9,  670 
.55,354 
'^,  1.50 
.36,327 
,31, 614 
.38, 249 
26,  .340 

116,  .522 
37, 1.5:1 
27,.*vl5 
56,a30 
91,196 
10, 629 

766, 02S 


3,202,469 


From 
I'nited 
States. 


$24,046 
13, 7.59 
S,S94 

1,99.S 
2,(r2*t 
1,175 

2N,  89i) 

4,060 
42,  SSO 

.56,16.8 
l.s9,4.5.5 
3,02.5 
()i"i,36:i 
26, 1.54 
174, 193 

20,631 
178,128 
129,306 

18,600 
.5.5,274 
16,660 
342 
36, 446 
.59, 770 
.57,728 
79,469 
20,347 
76, 397 

3,591 
.36.241 
43. 346 

2.6S7 
48,462 
490,961 


2,022,4»?S 


Total 
imports. 


f44,.5fi3 

13,  7.VJ 

132,461 

32,3'U 
46,179 
13, 616 
32,293 
1.T5, 42.S 
43,363 

.56,16.S 
438,36-8 
64,708 
94, 167 
26,151 
174,193 

26,631 
l84, 712 
133,230 

18,600 
55.27-1 
16,660 
5,215 
37, 447 
66.093 
57, 728 
80,261 
31,473 
76,  .397 
2:1,032 
35,241 
43,346 
39,490 
50,117 
071,95,1 


2,998,701 


Bulk  of  Manufactures  from  United  States. 

As  in  the  previous  years  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the 
United  States  furnished  almost  all  the  food.stutfs  imported  in  1917 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  manufactured  articles.  Textiles,  in 
which  the  United  Kingdom  still  held  first  place,  formed  the  excep- 
tion. Coal  imports  wliich  originated  in  the  United  States  were  cred- 
ited to  Curacao,  from  which  point  they  were  shipped.  The  decreases 
to  be  noted  in  many  cases  were  hugely  due  to  inability  to  secure  the 
articles,  an  example  of  this  being  olive  oil,  which  dropped  to  one- 
tenth  of  the  previous  year's  figures.  The  smaller  quantities  of  raw 
cotton  imported  for  the  local  textile  industries  may  be  ascribed  to 
increased  domestic  production.  Considerable  quantities  of  .stearin, 
paraffin,  and  caustic  soda  were  imported  for  the  soap  industry.  Sub- 
stantial increases  were  recorded  in  such  lines  as  lumber,  cement,  pipes, 
and  machinery,  imxDortant  quantities  of  which  were  for  the  construe- 
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tion  of  the  enlarged  plant  of  the  Venezuelan  Meat  &  Products  Syndi- 
cate.    There  was  an  increased  demand  for  electrical  installations. 

Puerto  Cabello's  share  of  the  import  trade  of  Venezuela  in  1917 
amounted  to  28.5  per  cent  by  quantity'  and  13.5  per  cent  by  value. 
The  preponderance  of  quantity  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  shipping  to 
tliis  port  consists  of  heavy  staple  articles  rather  than  luxuries. 

Imports  by  Parcel  Post. 

The  parcel-post  imports  are  of  some  importance  and  have  shown 
substantial  increases  during  i-ecent  j-ears.  They  are  not  included  in 
the  figures  already  given  and  consist  for  the  most  part  of  goods  of 
high  value  for  their  weight,  especially  small  articles  of  wearing 
apparel,  jewelry,  drugs,  books  and  music,  professional  instruments, 
hats  and  hat  trimmings,  and  samples.  The  value  of  these  shipments 
in  191G  and  1917  was  $60,574  and  $68,128,  respectively.  In  the  for- 
mer year  41.1  per  cent  of  this  business  was  with  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  latter  55.8  per  cent. 

Tliis  consular  district  chiefly  imports  staple  articles  for  its  own 
consumption,  and  its  distributing  centers  do  a  local  rather  than  a  na- 
tional trade.  Tlie  demand  for  articles  of  luxury  or  for  those  sold 
only  occasionally  is  usually  met  by  purchases  from  Caracas  or  soine- 
times  by  parcel-post  orders,  so  that  the  direct  import  trade  in  them  is 
much  reduced.  For  these  reasons  the  Puerto  Cabello  district  does 
not  offer  a  favorable  field  for  the  establishment  of  agencies.  Caracas, 
the  capital  and  chief  commercial  city,  where  much  larger  and  more 
varied  stocks  are  maintained,  affords  far  better  opportunities  for  this 
kind  of  business,  and  iVmerican  manufacturers  are  advised  to  pursue 
the  policy  of  obtaining  suitable  comiections  there  and  establishing  a 
Subagency  in  this  district  later,  should  conditions  justify  it. 

Export  Trade  by  Countries. 

;  The  export  trade  of  this  district  is  still  largely  dependent  upon  the 
size  and  value  of  the  coffee  and  cacao  crops,  although  war  conditions 
have  stimulated  certain  other  lines  and  at  the  same  time  l^een  detri- 
mental to  these  two  chief  staples,  especially  coffee.  Exports  during 
the  years  1915,  1916,  and  1917  consisted  of  the  followmg  items  in 
approximately  the  proportions  indicated :  Coffee,  55  per  cent ;  cacao, 
13  per  cent;  hides  and  skins,  12  i>er  cent;  frozen  meat,  7  per  cent; 
copper  ore  and  matte,  7  per  cent ;  sugar,  3  per  cent ;  and  all  other,  3 
per  cent.  In  the  year  1912  coffee  furnished  nearly  79  per  cent  of  the 
exx^ort  value.  Practicall}^  all  the  exports  of  frozen  meat,  copper  ore 
and  matte,  and  sugar  are  in  each  instance  the  output  of  a  single 
company  and  so  exercise  a  smaller  proportionate  influence  on  gen- 
eral conditions  than  coimnodities  that  are  more  widely  dealt  in. 

The  destinations  of  the  exports  from  Puerto  Cabello  for  the  years 
1916  and  1917  were  as  follows : 


1916 

1917 

Countries. 

Value. 

Percent- 
age. 

Value. 

Percent- 
age. 

France 

$■1,762,235 

764,469 

1,990,505 

775,774 

33. 3 
14.5 

37.6 
14.6 

$1,019,977 
1,171,375 

17.6 

Spain 

20.3 

UnitedStates 

3  017,  eiw              52.2 

All  other  conntries 

571,557                9.9 

Total 

5, 293, 073 

100.0 

5,780,564             TOn.O 
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suppLE^^E^■T  to  commerce  keports. 


Quantity  and  Value  of  Shipments. 

The  qiismtitios  of  exports  for  1917  amounted  to  C9,15.>  ton?,  equal 
hy  Avei<>:lit  to  28.2  j)er  cent  and  by  value  to  25  per  cent  of  those  of 
the  enliio  liejinhlic,  a<i;ain.st  40,210  tons  tlie  year  before,  representing 
21.1  ))er  cent  of  the  Avci<rht  and  2^^.J>  per  cent  of  the  vahie  of  the 
shii)inenls  from  all  \'(Mi('/.uela.  'J'he  increase  in  tonna»^e  was  brought 
about  l)y  greater  exports  of  co])per  oi'e,  corn,  sugar,  oil  cake,  and 
other  l(;\v-pi-iced  connnodities.  ]t  is  to  be  noted  that  all  the  copper 
ore  is  actually  shipjicd  at  'I'ucacas,  a  ])ort  about  .35  iniles  from  Puerto 
Cabello,  though  included  in  the  latter's  statistics. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
exports  fi-om  I'uerto  Cabello  and  La  Vela  de  Coro  for  the  years 
under  considei'ation : 


Articles. 


1910 


QuaiUit.v.        Value, 


1917 


Quautity.       Value. 


FROM  rUEUTO  CAnEI.LO. 

Cacao,  crude poun<ls. 

Coflcc do . . . 

Copper  ore tons. 

Copjjer  matlc Jo. . . 

Corn pounds. 

♦  I'old  .and  ores do. . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle do... 

I Joat  and  deer do . . . 

ludia  rubbei- do. . . 

I.eal  her,  sole do. . . 

Meat,  frozen do. . . 

Oil  cake: 

<  "ot  tonsecd do. . . 

Sesame do. . . 

f^ccds.  castor do. . . 

Hlau^literliouse  by-products do... 

Sugar: 

Brown do... 

Ce  1 1  ui  fi  iv'al <)o . . . 

Tol)aeco,  leaf do. . . 

All  other  articles 


28,181,137 
10,514 
(o) 

11,184 
150 

2, 729, 740 

l,2a'),4:?6 

91,917 

79,083 

7,308,888 

2,702 


$060, 802 

2,a3.-.,oii 

330, 711 

200 
33,088 

491,593 

204,701 
34,108 

28,  .579 
322, 499 


506,008 

8,200 

2,157,373 

269,839 


6,874 

187 
78,417 
29,084 
70, 422 


6 

219,005 

$.<;2S,  651 

27 

005 

9.'<0 

2,3S5,001 

33 

V.-.V 

629,019 

887 

20,R0« 

11 

.90 

526 

207,290 

414 

68,146 

2 

79.1 

700 

46.5,691 

1 

(LVi 

80'/ 

394, 772 

59 

200 

18,  oa^ 

00 

410 

20,978 

12 

174 

40O 

420,589 

.5.5-4 

445 

19,192 

2(t0,20l 

3,490 

317 

9.SO 

13,08.3 

1 

010 

19V 

30,812 

1 

.505 

210 

33,110 

0 

.52:1 

S48 

256,776 

3,690 

137 

.... 

52,868 

Total . 


5,293,073 


FROM  l.\  VKI.A  VK  CdRO. 

Animals,  live pounds. 

Keau  s do . . . 

Coal tons. 

I'ollec pounds . 

Corn do. . . 

Divi-divi do... 

Fertilizer tons . 

•  ;oat  skins pounds. 

All  other  articles 


2.50, 3.50 


$1.S,920 


299 
31,050 


5,022,1.54 

10, 995 

CiK),  101 


Total. 


1,197 
4,. 539 


;13,411 

24,339 

241.935 

7,819 


390, 090 

1,092,944 

1,970 

.527. 09.5 

2,51.-^,9:54 

3,  122.. 5M) 

14,167 

OS", 030 


5,780,664 


$14,06S 
25,603 
8,940 
43, 169 
38,689 
22,570 
28,148 

281,890 
23,904 


322. 166 


486, 981 


«  Included  in  figures  for  copper  ore. 
Increased  Diversification. 

1'he  T'nited  States  toolc  a  great(>r  .^^hare  of  the  exjxn'ts  than  ever 
before.  Shi]>ments  of  coti'ee  to  P' ranee  were  heavy  (hiring  the  tirst 
months  of  11)17  but,  oAving  to  lack  of  tonnage,  ceased  altogether  in 
the  latter  jiart  <if  the  yeai'.  Inability  to  ship  coffee  io  Euroj)e,  com- 
liined  with  such  low  prices  in  the  Ignited  ^States  a  great  ])art  of  the 
time  as  to  make  exportation  there  comnici-cially  impra«'ticable,  consti- 
tuted the  mo.st  unfavoi'ai>le  featui'e  of  the  export  situation.  As  a 
result  stocks  of  coU'ec  increased"  and  local  prices  were  depressed  to 


VENEZUELA — PUEETO   CABELLO. 


25 


the  detriment  of  the  general  prosperit}'  of  the  community.  Certain 
merchants,  however,  who  were  able  to  make  shipments  to  France  and 
Spain,  did  a  profitable  business.  Cocoa  exports  w^ere  larger  than 
in  1916,  but  prices  averaged  slightly  lower.  Good  prices  were  se- 
cured for  hides  and  skins,  and  exportation  was  stimulated.  Ship- 
ments of  copper  ore  and  matte,  frozen  meat,  and  sugar  reached  new 
high  figures.  An  increased  diversification  in  export>s  also  took  place 
and  for  the  first  time  corn  appeared  as  an  important  item  of  export, 
as  did  also,  though  to  a  less  extent,  oil  cake  and  castor  beans.  The 
gold  exports  credited  to  this  port  originated  in  j)arts  of  Venezuela 
outside  of  this  district. 

Exports  from  La  Vela  de  Coro  showed  a  large  increase  in  1917 
over  the  preceding  year.  Thougli  still  relatively  small  they  amounted 
to  8.6  per  cent  by  weight  and  '2.1  per  cent  by  value  of  those  of  all 
Venezuela.  The  large  tonnage  attained  (20,983  tons)  was  due  to  the 
exports  of  fertilizers.  An  American  firm  has  been  exporting  this 
product  to  the  United  States  in  growing  quantities  each  year  in  spe- 
cially chartered  vessels.  The  values  assigned  to  it  in  the  customs  sta- 
tistics arc  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  price  actually  realized  in  the 
United  States.  Goatskins,  coffee,  and  divi-divi  are  among  La  Vela 
de  Coro's  principal  exports. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States  and  Porto  Sico. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  exports  cov- 
ered by  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate  for  shipment  to  the  United 
States  and  Porto  Rico  during  the  yeai's  1916  and  1917 : 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Cocoa,  crude pounds. . 

Coffee do.... 

Capper  ore , .tons. . 

Copper  matte do — 

Corn bushels. . 

Gold  and  ores pounds. . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle 

Deer 

Goat w 

India  rubber,  crude. .♦.pounds . . 

Oil  cake: 

Cottonseed do 

Sesame do 

Sugar: 

Brown do 

Centrifugal do 

Seeds:  Castor  bean bushels. . 

All  other  articles 


1916 


Quantity.        ^'alue. 


2,650,791 

3,137,473 

15,442 

1,7S9 


1,561,452 
81,831 
988,475 
20,116 


Total. 


TO  PORTO  RICO. 

Oil  cake,  cottonseed pounds. 

Tankage "..  .do. . . 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


5438, 035 
351,2.51 
313,800 
135,041 


359,935 
14,069 

26i,079 
10, 5.56 


88,617 


25,806 


2,000,789 


2,027 


2,027 


1917 


Quantity.       Value, 


4,357,349 

5,105,371 

27,889 

887 

195,9.37 

413 

2,719,433 

76,443 

902,428 

59,165 

.332,052 
197,726 

691, 139 

6,480,276 

6,85S 


165,345 
206,484 


S628,Sil 
463.  .556 
568,589 

61,018 
208,525 

68, 131 

548,708 
21,412 

370,418 
30,504 

11,415 


16,074 

244,942 

14,424 

22,177 


3,281,404 


1,902 

2,790 

620 


5,312 


Returned  American  goods,  consisting  principally  of  iron  cylinders 
and  samples,  were  vahted  at  $4,159  in  1917.  compared  with  $6,405  in 
1916.    No  invoices  were  certified  to  Hawaii  or  the  Philippine  Islands. 
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Excellent  Year  for  Agriculture.  . 

Accnnitt'  ijil'(niii:)(i<in  as  to  (luanlitios  of  ci-ops  raised  i?  not  avail- 
able, but  the  year  J 01 7  uas  in  ironeral  an  excellent  one  for  agi'iciil- 
tiire.  (.'rojis  Avere  (rood  whh  the  except ioji  of  coffee,  whicli  ^Yas  below 
normal.  Xo  tronble  was  experienced  from  the  locusts  that  in  somo 
recent  years  have  caused  great  damage.  Very  large  areas  of  beans 
and  corn  were  planted  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Government,  and  tlio 
■weather  was  so  favoi-ablc  that  enormous  yields  resulted,  which  not 
oidy  met  all  needs  of  local  consumption  but  left  a  considerable  sur- 
plus foi"  cxpoi-t.  The  cacao  croj)  v.as  better  than  in  the  previous 
year,  and  in  consetiuence  expoi'ts  increased.  The  Cential  Tacarigua, 
the  only  sugai-  mill  in  operation,  tripled  its  output  for  its  second 
season. 

The  cotton  crop  was  larger  than  in  recent  years  and  made  the 
domestic  mills  more  or  less  inde]K>n<]ent  of  imi)orted  liber.     Cotton 
production  has  been  greatly  stimulated  by  high  prices,  and  conditions 
are  said  to  be  favorable  for  its  further  extension. 
Mines  and  Mining. 

Tlie  onl}'  important  mining  operations  in  this  district  arc  carried 
out  at  the  copper  mines  of  Aioa,  State  of  Yaracu}',  by  the  South 
American  Copper  Syndicate  (Ltd.),  a  Biitish  corporation.  Thcso 
mines  weie  fir.st  worked  in  the  days  of  the  Spaniards.  From  1802  to 
3880  they  were  under  control  of  a  British  company,  and  a  large  out- 
put Mas  reached.  They  were  then  closed  down  for  a  period  of  about 
]5  yeai's,  after  which  they  were  reopened  by  the  company  now  oper- 
ating them.  The}^  have  experienced  unusual  prosperity  since  the  war. 
In  1917  the  output  was  41,289  tons  of  ore  containing  about  7  per  cent 
coppei',  the  laigest  production  since  the  mines  have  been  under  con- 
trol of  the  present  company.  The  total  output  of  copper  ore  in  all 
Venezuela  was  42,271  tons  in  1917. 

The  onl}'  other  mines  conducted  on  a  commercial  scale  are  the  Gov- 
ernment-owned coal  mines  at  Coro.  The  output  Avas  4,71()  tons  in 
1917.  [A  report  on  the  coal  mines  of  Coro  was  published  in  Com- 
MERCi:  Ekports  for  Aug.  1,  1918. J 

Industrial  Enterprises  and  Developments. 

No  new  industries  or  develo])ments  of  iu)porlance  were  initiated 
during  the  j'ear.  Those  alread}^  estaJ)lished  enjoyed  considerable 
prosperity  due  to  rising  prices,  esi)ecially  those  not  dependent  upon 
imported  raw  materials.  Ainong  the  principal  industrial  establish- 
ments may  be  mentioned  cotton  mills,  vegetable-oil  mills,  electric 
light  and  and  power  plants,  soaj)  factories,  tanneries,  a  sugar  central, 
a  frozen-meat  j)lant,  and  a  dry  dock  and  shipyard.  Valencia  and 
Puerto  Cabello  are  the  two  principal  industrial  centers  of  this 
district. 

Kecent  years  have  witnessed  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
electrical  plants,  and  the  return  of  normal  world  conditions  will  no 
doubt  accentuate  the  tendency.  Suuill  lighting  plants  were  in- 
stalled in  Cmnarebo,  State  of  Falcon,  and  San  Carlos,  capital  of  the 
State  of  Coj(!des,  during  1917.  At  the  present  time  the  following 
cities  and  towns  in  this  district  are  supplied  with  electricity:  Valen- 
cia,l*ueito  Ca])ello,  Aroa,  Coro,  ]3ai(|uisimcto,  San  (^irlos,  Cumaribo. 
Additional  plants  are  under  construction  in  San  Felipe  and  Duaca. 
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Construction  work  was  acti^  ely  continued  on  the  enlargement  and 
improvement  of  the  frozen-meat  plant  of  the  Venezuelan  Meat  & 
Products  Syndicate  in  Puerto  Cabello ;  this  plant  is  now  practicallj- 
completed.  [A  report  on  the  meat-pacldng  industry  in  Venezuela 
was  published  in  Commercial  Reports  for  Jan.  20.  1919.] 
Public  Works — Banking  and  Exchange. 

The  Dique  y  Astillero  Xacional  (National  Dry  Dock  and  Xavj 
Yard)  at  Puerto  Cabello  made  some  improvements  in  its  equipment 
and  by  operating  under  a  system  of  economy  and  reduced  working 
forces  made  a  satisfactx^ry  financial  showing. 

As  in  recent  years,  road  building  constituted  the  most  important 
branch  of  Government  works.  The  principal  result  was  the  comple- 
tion of  the  highway  between  Valencia  and  Puerto  Cabello.  making 
motor  communication  possible  with  a  large  area  of  the  country. 
Improvements  at  the  coastwise  ])ort  of  Ocumare  de  la  Costa  were, 
also  continued. 

The  Eoyal  Bank  of  Canada  opened  its  Puerto  Cabello  branch  in 
May,  1917,  giving  this  port  its  first  bank.  Formerly  such  banking 
as  had  been  done — principally  the  purchase  and  sale  of  exchange — 
was  in  the  hands  of  merchants,  some  of  whom  were  agents  for 
Caracas  banks.  Rates  of  excluinge  were  slightly  in  favor  of  the 
bolivar  but  the  possibility  of  importing  gold  prevented  the  rate  from 
going  below  5.0S,  in  comparison  with  a  nominal  par  of  5.20.  It 
was  only  in  1918  that  the  violent  fluctuations  of  exchange  set  in. 

Transportation  Facilities. 

The  exports  of  this  port  are  assembled  in  several  ways — by  coast- 
wise trade  in  sailing  vessels,  by  rail  from  Valencia  and  intermediate 
points,  and  by  rail  from  Barquisimeto,  the  capital  of  the  rich  agri- 
cidtural  State  of  Lara,  via  the  Bolivar  Railroad  to  Tucacas,  and 
thence  to  Puerto  Cabello  by  steamer.  In  addition,  pack  animals 
bring  in  produce  from  scattered  localities. 

Puerto  Cabello  has  an  excellent  harbor  and  a  gt)od  wharf.  The 
latter  is  owned  by  the  Government,  which  charges  much  lower  rat  as 
than  the  Harbor  Corporation  at  La  Guaira.  For  this  reason  ship- 
ments are  frequently  received  from  such  remote  points  as  Ciiidad 
Bolivar,  Cumana,  etc.,  and  credited  to  this  port  as  exports.  Coast- 
wise traffic,  both  incoming  and  outgoing,  amounted  to  34.303  tons  in 
1917.  as  compared  with  30.911  tons  in  191G. 

The  tonnage  carried  by  the  railroads  increased,  as  >hown  by  the 
figures  in  the  following  table: 


Railroads. 


Length 

in 
miles. 


Ton?  of  cargo. 


1916 


1917 


Number  of  passen- 
gers. 


1916 


1917 


Gran  Ferrocarril  de  Venezuela 

Ferrocarril  de  Puerto  Cabello  a  Valencia. 

Ferrocarril  Bolivar 

Jerroearril  de  Coroa  Ia  Vela 


ni 

34  ! 
122  ' 


37,916 
36,819 
56,503 
S,OSG 


«,368 
54,063 
76,982 
lD,Sd4 


182,601  i 
28.595  I 
18,264 
5,784  I 


189,812 

39,748 

25,310 

7,340 


The  rise  in  the  cost  of  operation  of  the  railways  during  191T  was 
accompanied  by  a  still  greater  increase  in  the  gross  receipts,  as  will 
be  seen  in  the  table  which  follows.     The  operating  cost  for  1916 
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Amounlod  to  <►.■>  pt-r  ooiit  of  tlic  *;ro8S  receipts,  \vliile  in  1017  it  was 
only  58  per  cent. 


J{ailroa<l. 


Gross  receipts. 


1916  1917 


CIran  Fp!TO<^arril  «ln  Vrnoziiola '  ?492, 706 

Vcrrocarril  do  I'ljcrlo  Cabflllo  a  Valencia I    J94,t>74 

Ki-iTOrarril  Ho! i\  ar ih\,  022 

FeiTOLanil  Uo  Core  a  )^a  Vela 7,724 


j:.:?3,4is 

24:<,  70() 

ti'tO,  bli) 

10,877 


Operating  costs. 


1916 


$304,  mo 

121,4211 

334,814 

7,047 


1017 


$.120,384 

138,443 

360,095 

7,484 


The  Gran  Ferrocariil  ilc  Venoznela  lias  one  terminns  in  this  dis- 
trict and  the  other  tlii«^e  railioads  are  entirely  Avithin  its  limits. 
The  iiK'i'easeil  tonnai^e  carried  was  due  to  the  larjrc  croi)s  raised. 
'J'he  liolivai-  Jiailroa<l  benetited  in  addition  by  the  ])rosperity  of  the 
cop])er  mines  at  Aroa. 

in  spite  of  rijiid  economii^s  the  operatin<;»;  e\})enses  of  all  the  roads 
continued  to  advance  Ix^tause  of  the  iipward  tendency  of  prices  for 
fuel  and  mateiials.  'JMiere  were  no  new  railway  extensions  nnder- 
takeii  or  completetl. 

Shipping^  Statistics. 

IJe^ilar  fortnightly  steamship  connections  with  the  United  States 
were  maintained  by  American  steamers  of  the  Ked  ''  1)  '■  Line.  There 
were  monthly  steamei's  to  Spain,  but  other  sailings  to  European 
ports  Avere  irre«^ular.    All  foi't^iujn  fi'c.i<rlit  I'ates  were  increased. 

The  number,  tonnage,  and  nationality  of  vessels  enteriniv  and 
clearing  with  cargo  from  or  for  foreign  ports  are  shown  herewith : 


Natioiuilily. 


AiDf-rii'an. . 
<'oloiii))ian,. 

Panish 

Knglish.... 

KroiU'li 

Dutch 

Italian 

Norwegian . 
Spani--li .... 
VenozucJan. 


191o 


o?vS.h^--«- 


71,041 


TotaJ. 


unr.vRTL'r.ES. 


,\nieripan. 
narii.sli.... 
l-jitrli-il). . . 
l-rrrH-li.... 

hutch 

lliiliaii 


Spauii'h 

Viiie/.iit'laii. 


Total. 


1,0  J2 
117.  ")6S 
112,022 
47,001 
32,  :V>4 
3,840 
01, 056 
507 

450,701 


1917 


Number    rr^„„„„^ 
orvcssels.M*'""*^''- 


.12 


70,647 
190 


132 


72,lo9 
328 
2%  .376 
141.442 
tit,  052 
32, 3.'')4 
70,256 
4.50 

406,317 


76,010 
84,936 
14,511 
23,610 


1.39 


63,7.32 
1,033 


335,563 


71.678 
1,422 
43,  Ml 
.v«,  909 
27, 242 
2:3,610 
63,7.32 
1,027 


321,461 


Conditions  During  1918. 

During  11H8  tlie  unfavorable  conditions  apparent  in  the  ])ri'ceding 
year  became  more  acute,  and  war-time  exigencies  imix>.sed  man}-  new 
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problems  from  wlncli  no  relief  is  to  be  expected  until  the  arrival  of 
peace.  In  addition  to  shortage  of  shipping  space,  especially  to 
Europe,  fluctuating  rates  of  exchange,  by  Avhich  the  local  value  of 
the  dollar  has  varied  between  4.20  and  4.80  bolivares.  have  added  a 
new  uncertainty  to  the  geenral  situation.  Crops  for  the  most  part 
have  been  good.  Stocks  of  exportable  materials  on  hand,  especially 
coffee,  are  large,  while  there  is  a  shortage  of  all  kinds  of  manufac- 
tured articles. 
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